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Official Selection: Abu Dhabi
Film Specs: 

Production Countrie(s): U.A.E.

Year:  2013

Language: English, Arabic

Genre:  Supernatural Thriller

Subtitle Language:  English, Arabic

Format:  DCP
Running Time: 86 minutes (85:35 w/ main titles and end credits)
Color/Bw:  Color

Screen Ratio: 2.25:1

Aspect Ratio: 2.35:1

Frame Rate:  24fps

Sound Ratio: Dolby 5.1
Originally Shot on:  Red One Camera

Copy Right Notice: ©2013 Image Nation Abu Dhabi FZ-LLC. All rights reserved. 
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Logline:

A young Emirati couple move into a new luxury high-rise apartment, only to find they have entered the nightmarish world of Djinn, supernatural beings from Arabic lore.

Short Synopsis:
Renowned genre master Tobe Hooper returns to form with DJINN, a powerful story of a young Emirati couple who return home only to discover that their new apartment in a luxury high-rise is also home to the malevolent beings known as Djinn. A unique new take on the haunted house tale, DJINN explores demonic possession and uncovers the dark, nightmarish truth behind what lurks in this high rise building.

Long Synopsis:
Every culture has its demons, its superstitions, its nightmares, its view of evil...’

In DJINN, a young couple returns home to the UAE from America after the shocking and traumatic loss of their unborn child under suspicious circumstances.

While the moody and apprehensive Salama is not sure they should leave New York, her husband Khalid, who is looking to start afresh, takes a career-boosting job that includes a luxurious apartment in an elegant but nearly empty new building called “The Al Hamra”.

Unbeknownst to them, the gleaming tower they have moved into was built on the site of an old abandoned fishing village which, according to local legend, was overrun by malevolent beings known as Djinn, forcing the local residents to flee. As her husband departs for work and Salama is left alone in the increasingly fog-shrouded building, the dispirited and nervous Salama begins to feel that something is not right, and a growing sense of fear envelopes her.

In the labyrinth of empty hallways and echoing walls, where sounds and colors have a life of their own, she discovers that the neighbors are threatening and unusual, the doorman is odd and not helpful and the local dogs are extremely menacing. And then Salama vanishes without a trace...

Khalid’s frantic quest to find and save her leads him into the nightmarish mystery concealed by their new home, the truth behind their neighbors’ odd behavior and the nature of the company that brought him back home. In doing so, he learns the truth of Al Hamra and that when it comes to the secrets of the Djinn-- evil wants an heir.
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Director’s Biography:

Tobe Hooper broke into Hollywood with the groundbreaking horror film “THE TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE”, which to this day continues to be revisited and reimagined. His repertoire in the horror genre spans more than three decades, with classics such as “The Funhouse”, Steven Spielberg’s “Poltergeist” and Stephen King’s 1979 miniseries “Salem’s Lot”. Hailed as a true master of horror, he has been honored with numerous awards including a Lifetime Achievement Award at the New York City Horror Film Festival.

Director’s Selected Filmography: 

The Texas Chainsaw Massacre (1974)

Eaten Alive (1977)

The Funhouse (1981)

Poltergeist (1982)

Cast Biography: 

Khalid Laith (Khaled)

Originally from the island of Bahrain, Khalid grew up and was educated between the Middle East, the UK, and the United States. He trained as an actor at Central School of Speech and Drama in London, where he currently resides. 

Khalid plays the part of Yassem El-Helou in The Devil’s Double - starring Dominic Cooper and directed by Lee Tamahori - which has recently been screened at The Sundance Film Festival and The Berlin Film Festival, and will go on public release Fall/Autumn 2011.

Other Film & Television credits include Missing (BBC), Occupation (BBC/Kudos), The Bill (ITV); Saddam’s Tribe, The Mark of Cain, The Hamburg Cell (Channel4/Mentorn); Spooks, The Inspector Lynley Mysteries (BBC). Recent Theatre includes Damascus by David Greg (The Tricycle Theatre in London including a North American tour, British Council Middle Eastern tour, and The Traverse Theatre in Edinburgh); Shadow Language (Theatre 503), Leaving Home (King’s Head Theatre).

Razane Jammal (Salama)

Razane Jammal started acting at the age of six at school and her love of drama has carried on all throughout her life. At the age of 15, she was scouted to appear in a hair commercial, which opened a new door in Razane's life, and she travelled all around the Middle-East for Commercials such as Nivea, Lux, Showtime, Du, Maymouna, Mtc touch. 

At the age of 18, she moved to London to study Business management at the prestigious Kings College. However, she never lost sight of her dream to become an Actress. As a result, every summer, she would take acting workshops in many acting schools such as the 'Cours Florent' in Paris, The 'RADA' in London and the 'NYFA' in New York. 
In July 2009, Razane filmed her first feature film, 'Carlos', directed by Olivier Assayas and staring Edgar Ramirez, and in May 2010, she attended the 'Cannes Film Festival' for 'Carlos'. 
Aiysha Hart (Sarah)

Aiysha was born in London, but spent her early years in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.  The half English half Arab actress grew up in the leafy counties of Surrey and Berkshire, where she also spent her idyllic childhood.  

From the tender age of seven, Aiysha was drawn to the stage. Her first leading role was in a school play, which cemented her love for acting and made drama an integral part of her life. Over her school years she flourished as a young actress intelligently interpreting roles such as Emily Brontё in Brontё.  

After graduating with a First in English Literature and Film from King’s College University, she went on to complete a stint as an intern for a London-based actor’s Publicist, which gave her invaluable experience within the film industry. Shortly after, she auditioned for the highly regarded Drama Studio London where she successfully gained a place.  Her most noted performances thus far, have been ‘Nina’ from Chekhov’s The Seagull, and ‘Juliet’ from Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.  

Abdullah Juneibi (Nasser)

Abdullah Moemen Al Junaibi has over 25 years in the industry, and is a renowned director, actor and writer for Commercials, A V/O and heritage jingles. He is the Director of the "Hamdoon" animation cartoon, and also won an award for his work on the film "Mata"  under the category "Films from the Emirates”, in 2002
His experience includes directing video Clips, commercials, TV Series, TV Commercials, awareness campaigns, TV shows, radio spots, and plays. Al Juneibi has a wealth of international experience in acting, due to his experience in TV commercials and drama, and has worked with many international directors.

Carole Abboud (Zaynab)

Carole is a Lebanese cinema and theatre female actor. She started her career early on stage with known stage directors from Lebanon and the Arab world. Now living and working in Beirut-Lebanon, Carole holds a BA in acting from the Lebanese University and a Masters in Performing Arts from Paris 8 University- France. 
Her film career started in 1994 with Laila Assaf Tangroth in ‘Frihetsligen’ and ‘Histoire d’un retour’ the first full-length movie by Jean Claude Codsi. In 1997, she met Lebanese director Ghassan Salhab and acted in two of his films ‘ Beyrouth Fantômes’ and ‘Terra Incognita’ (Official selection Cannes 2002) as well as in his film-essay ‘Posthume’. 

Carole’s filmography includes ‘The silent majority’ by Mahmoud Hojeij (2002), ‘Beirut Museum’ by Bahij Hojeij, ‘Our father…on earth’ by Mounir Maasri, and ‘Tannoura Maxi’ by Joe Bou Eid. Carole also participated as an actor and assistant director in Rami Nihawi’s short documentary ‘Revenging for the Astronaut’ (2007), and in short films such as ‘Hawa Beirut’ by Fouad Alaywan, ‘Dans le sang’ by Katia Jarjoura (2009), and ‘+’ and ‘La démolition’ by Selim Mourad.

May Calamawy (Aisha)

May El Calamawy was born and raised in Bahrain to an Egyptian father and a Palestinian mother. After receiving a BA in Acting from Emerson College in Boston, May was featured in several national commercials, award winning student films, as well as the short film "Santa Claus in Baghdad." 
She was also part of the New York Arab American Comedy Festival in 2009 where she worked with an exceptional cast and performed at Comix, a well-respected venue in the city. 

She moved to Dubai in January 2010 and has been working for a production company since. She was part of several acting showcases, commercials and recently joined the cast of a TV show that is still in pre-production called “Checking In." She is also now part of the cast for the upcoming show “Their Lives in a Glance” and the feature film “Butterfly & the Bee,” both directed by Mohamed Rahmo.

Saood Al Kaabi (Mubarak)

Saoud Al Kaabi is one of the Emirates biggest stars and much loved TV personality. Born in Al Ain, Kaabi’s media career started early, when he was discovered at the age of nine and became the first ever child television presenter on Dubai TV.

Ever since then Kaabi became a firm fixture on Dubai TV, building up a huge fan base. Currently he is presenting the acclaimed talent show “Almaidan” under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai, which features Emiratis performing traditional dance.

A recent graduate of mass communication from the American University in Sharjah, Kaabi’s biggest achievement in film was his acting debut as the lead Emirati in Ali F. Mostafa’s ‘City of Life’.

Ahmed Abdullah (Saeed)

Ahmed Abdullah, a 24 year old Emirati, started presenting shows in 1997, and in 2001 he won the best presenter award in the Arab world at the Cairo television festival.

His first acting experience was in the Emirati feature film "City of Film", where he played the character "Rashed", following that appearing in another Emirtai feature film called "Sundress".

Ahmed is currently hosting his own show on Sama Dubai called "Sama cinema", and has covered the red carpet for the Dubai International film festival for the past 4 years.

Paul Luebke (Bobby)

Born on the 25 august 1985 in Dumfries, Scotland, Paul started his career as the front man in a rock band. His enthusiasm for performing led him into his first theatre production, playing the lead role his high schools musical production of 'Oklahoma'. He went on to gain a bachelor degree in Acting and Performance, at the Queen Margaret University in Edinburgh. 

Paul has since performed in many theatre productions, including the Greek tragedy 'Medea', at the Citizens Theatre in Glasgow and has performed during the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. He has also found his way onto television, appearing in UK TV's crime drama 'Taggart'. 

Producer’s Biography: Tim Smythe

Tim has over 25 years experience producing feature films, documentaries, commercials and television drama series around the world.  Tim started his career in South Africa working on feature films and television dramas.  From there he moved onto producing commercials internationally and worked in over 26 countries worldwide.  

Tim established Filmworks in Dubai in 1998 and the company quickly grew into the leading production company in the region.  Filmworks focused on developing the film industry within Dubai and was also involved in the creation of postproduction and film equipment rental companies.   Filmworks then began to specialize and became renown for executing complex action / stunt related shoots. Additionally Filmworks developed relationships with producers’ worldwide and undertook shoots in the US, Europe and Asia.

As part of this development, Filmworks managed to attract Warner Bros Syriana to film in Dubai with Tim being credited as Facilitating Producer.  Following on the success of Syriana, Filmworks was then able to attract Universals The Kingdom in 2006.  While concentrating on international facilitation, it was also important for Filmworks to develop local film production as well.  In 2009 Filmworks produced the first local feature film, City of Life to be filmed in Dubai, in conjunction with director / producer Ali Mustafa. Filmworks recently serviced the latest film in Paramount Pictures’ Mission: Impossible franchise, and Universal’s Bourne Legacy, as well as Djinn for Imagination Abu Dhabi.

At present Filmworks is in development with a number of feature films and potential television series while also developing guidelines to attract international facilitation.

Producer’s Biography: Daniela Tully 
Daniela Tully joined Image Nation in June 2009 and has since produced two feature films, the coming of age story Sea Shadow and the horror thriller Djinn, for the company. Her work as a producer comes in addition to heading up the Content Divisions for Image Nation’s joint ventures with Participant Media and National Geographic Films, through which the company has been involved in projects such as The Crazies, Fair Game and The Help. 

Tully has an established background in film and television development and production. Before joining Image Nation, Tully worked as a senior network executive of original productions at ProSieben, one of Germany’s leading private networks, where she executive produced numerous projects for the network – including feature length films, long running series, telenovelas and feature co-productions. Her visionary work introducing a new core strategy to the network resulted in one of the highest-rated films in the channel’s history (Gonger – Das Böse vergisst nie). 

Prior to ProSieben, Tully was employed by Tandem Communications in Munich as their Head of Development, where she was responsible for the acquisition of film properties, as well as overseeing the creative development and pre-production of major international co-productions, also resulting in highly rated programs for the US, Asian and European markets.  

Before coming to Tandem, Tully worked with director Uli Edel for over five years and was actively involved in several of his most successful miniseries, including King of Texas, Julius Caesar and Ring of the Nibelungs. Tully gathered invaluable experience working on international sets in South Africa, Malta, Italy, Mexico, Australia and Eastern Europe. While living in Los Angeles, she supervised the development and pre-production of various projects for Edel. 

Tully holds an MA in Media Science/Communications, American, Spanish and Latin American Literature and Linguistics, with an emphasis in Film. Her studies include scholarships in Spain, Australia and Mexico, where she was employed by Televisa. While at Televisa, Tully researched a study of contemporary Mexican cinema, interviewing the most distinguished directors, producers and actors working in the nation’s rapidly growing film industry. This resulted in her book-long thesis La Nueva Corriente Del Cine Mexicano (The New Wave of Mexican Cinema).

Production Company Details: 
About Image Nation

Since launching in 2008, Image Nation has rapidly become one of the leading content creators in Abu Dhabi and the UAE.  The company commissions and produces filmed content across a wide range of platforms, with a particular focus on audiences in the UAE and Gulf region.
IMAGE NATION 
P.O. Box 63, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Contact:  Jason Mirch
Michaeljason.mirch@imagenation.ae

T: +971 2 414 5666
F: + 9712 414 5661

www.imagenation.ae
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