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SYNOPSIS
When her husband (Anthony LaPaglia) of more than twenty years is away on one of his business trips, Darcy Anderson (Joan Allen) looks for batteries in the garage. Instead she discovers the stranger inside her husband. It’s a horrifying discovery, rendered with bristling intensity, and it definitively ends a good marriage. 

The film, directed by Peter Askin and starring Joan Allen, Anthony LaPaglia Kristen Connolly, and Stephen Lang, is written by Stephen King and based off his short story “A Good Marriage” from the collection “Full Dark, No Stars”; this is the first time he has adapted one of his works as a screenplay since 1989 with “Pet Semetary”.
Q&A WITH DIRECTOR (name)
Q) How did you become involved in the project?

Steve and I were working together on a theatre project when he showed me an early version of his short story for "A Good Marriage" and said he thought it would make a good small film.  He had seen my film, "Trumbo" and knew I had done some work in the indie world.

 

Q) What was it like to direct Stephen King’s first screenplay adaptation for one of his works in 25 years (since “Pet Semetary”)?

I actually didn't know that at the time. We had already established the writer/director relationship in a good way, I think, which has trust, respect, and the capacity to listen built into it. So we just continued that.

 

Q) Was Stephen King on set at all and/or did he offer any notes about the production or casting?

He almost made it once, but something forced him to cancel at the last minute.  But it's a very small cast and he knew the leads were crucial, and was thrilled with who we got, especially Joan, who has to carry the film. He also watched a lot of the dailies, especially at the beginning, and was extraordinarily supportive throughout the process, including postproduction. It became clear that this film was close to his heart.

 

Q) With your history as a stage director and the fact that this film had a very small cast with specific set pieces, did you incorporate any stage directing elements into your film direction?

Not in any conscious way, but inevitably, but probably the fact that the story is so character driven where their subtext – what are they really thinking – is so critical, the stage experienced, for better or worse, factored in a bit.

 

Q) How was it working with the cast, Joan Allen, Anthony LaPaglia, Stephen Lang, Kristen Connolly, etc?

They were such pros, which given the intensity of the material and the amount of pages that we had to cover some days, was an enormous plus. Also, they've all had extensive stage experience as well as film and television work. Like I said, professional.

Q) What was it like to direct Joan in some of those extended scenes where it is just her on set?  Was it hard to keep the suspense of the moment?

This was one of Joan's first questions when we met to discuss the film. She was really intrigued by the challenge of not just having to carry the film, but also how to interpret and keep credible in varied ways Darcy's dilemma. Her preparation is extraordinarily detailed and had to be to deliver the performance she gives us. Usually films build to a discovery. Here that happens 15 minutes into the film. Now what? It's what's so uniquely satisfying in the story, and, I hope, in the film

 

ABOUT THE CAST

JOAN ALLEN (“Darcy Anderson”) 

Three-time Oscar® nominated actress Joan Allen was last seen on film screens in Universal’s continuation of the Jason Bourne series, THE BOURNE LEGACY directed by Tony Gilroy and starring Jeremy Renner and Rachel Weisz.  The film grossed over $250 million worldwide.  She was also seen in David Milch and Michael Mann’s HBO drama series LUCK starring Dustin Hoffman.

Allen can currently be seen in Season 4 of Veena Sud’s THE KILLING which premiered on August 1 on Netflix.  Allen plays Margaret O’Neal, the head of an all-boys military academy who becomes embroiled with Seattle police detectives Holder and Linden, played by Mireille Enos and Joel Kinnaman.  She can also be seen in Peter Askin’s A GOOD MARRIAGE opposite Anthony Lapaglia.  The film, based on the short story by Stephen King of the same name, centers around Darcy (Allen) who after 25 years of marriage, decides how to deal with her husband’s (Lapaglia) sinister secret.  Screen Media Films is distributing the film, which will be released in October 2014.  

Allen received her first Academy Award® nomination for her supporting role in Oliver Stone’s NIXON for which she also won 7 critics association awards, including the L.A. Film Critics Association and the National Society of Film Critics Awards.  Allen received her second consecutive Best Supporting Actress Oscar nomination in 1997 for her role in Arthur Miller’s THE CRUCIBLE.  Allen’s starring role in THE CONTENDER received Best Actress nominations at both the Golden Globes and Academy Awards and won both a SAG Award and an Independent Spirit Award for her performance.

                                                                                                                                                                                            Allen’s other film credits include:  DEATH RACE opposite Jason Statham;  THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM, directed by Paul Greengrass and starring Matt Damon and David Straitharn; BONNEVILLE opposite Kathy Bates and Jessica Lange; THE UPSIDE OF ANGER opposite Kevin Costner and directed by Mike Binder; YES opposite Sam Neill; THE BOURNE SUPREMACY opposite Matt Damon and directed by Paul Greengrass; THE NOTEBOOK opposite Ryan Gosling and Rachel McAdams; OFF THE MAP opposite Sam Elliot and Amy Brenneman, directed by Campbell Scott;  PLEASANTVILLE, opposite Tobey Maguire, William H. Macy and Reese Witherspoon, directed by Gary Ross;  THE ICE STORM, opposite Kevin Kline, directed by Ang Lee; FACE/OFF opposite Nicolas Cage and John Travolta; SEARCHING FOR BOBBY FISCHER opposite Joe Mantegna and directed by Steve Zaillian; ETHAN FROME opposite Liam Neeson and directed by John Madden;  and PEGGY SUE GOT MARRIED opposite Nicolas Cage and Kathleen Turner, directed by Francis Ford Coppola.

Allen also starred in Lifetime Television’s biopic GEORGIA O’KEEFE opposite Jeremy Irons.  As the title character and also the film’s executive producer, the role earned her Emmy, SAG, and Golden Globe nominations for both “Outstanding Actress in a Miniseries or Movie,” and “Outstanding Made for Television Movie.”

Allen began her career in 1977 as an original member of Chicago’s famed Steppenwolf Theatre Company.  There, she starred in productions of Burn This, Earthly Possessions, Reckless, A Lesson From Aloes, (for which she won the Joseph Jefferson Award), Balm in Gilead and Of Mice and Men.   She is one of the New York theater world’s most honored actresses and winner of every major prize for her work on and off-Broadway.  She received the Best Actress Tony Award for her performance opposite John Malkovich in Lanford Wilson’s Burn This, and was nominated in the same category for the title role in The Heidi Chronicles.  Off-Broadway she starred in The Marriage of Bette & Boo (for which she won the Obie Award), and reprised her Steppenwolf Theatre/Joseph Jefferson Award-winning role in And A Nightingale Sang, for which she received the Clarence Derwent, Drama Desk, Outer Critics Circle and Theatre World Awards.  Off-Broadway she also starred in Delores.  In 2009, she starred opposite Jeremy Irons in the Jack O’Brien play Impressionism, marking her first time back on Broadway in 19 years.
ANTHONY LaPAGLIA (“Bob Anderson”)

Anthony LaPaglia is a multi-award winning actor who has an extensive and diverse list of credits across film, television and theatre. In 2012, Anthony was seen in Mental alongside Toni Collette and the independent film Long Time Gone opposite Virginia Madsen.Most recently Anthony starred in Balibo, on which he served as Executive Producer. His performance as ‘Roger East’ in the film earned him the AFI Award and Film Critics Circle of Australia Award for Best Actor. 
His numerous feature film credits also include the critically acclaimed Lantana, for which he was awarded the AFI Award, IF Award and Film Critic Circle of Australia Award for Best Actor, Happy Feet 2, Betsy’s Wedding, The House of Mirth, Sweet and Lowdown, The Client,Company Man, Summer of Sam, Autumn in New York, Brilliant Lies and The Architect.
Anthony received widespread critical acclaim for his portrayal of ‘Jack Malone’ in Without a 

Trace, for which he won a Golden Globe Award and earned an Emmy Award nomination and two SAG Award nominations for Outstanding Male Actor and a SAG Award nomination for Outstanding Ensemble. Other television credits include a recurring role in Frasier, for which he earned an Emmy Award for his portrayal of ‘Daphne’s’ brother ‘Simon Moon’.

Anthony most recently starred on stage in Stanley Tucci’s Lend Me a Tenor for the Music Box 

Theatre. He won a Tony Award, Drama Desk Award and Outer Critics Circle Award for his performance in the Arthur Miller classic A View from the Bridge. His additional stage credits include The Rose Tattoo, the Off-Broadway productions of Bouncers, Northeast Local and the Off-Off-Broadway production of The Guys, which went on to become a feature film in which he starred with Sigourney Weaver.
KRISTEN CONNOLLY (“Petra Anderson”)

Kristen Connolly is currently shooting "The Whispers" a new ABC drama produced by Steven Spielberg.  She most recently was seen as the female lead in HOUDINI, a four hour mini-series miniseries opposite Adrien Brody directed by Uli Edel for the History Channel.  Concurrently to filming season two of “House of Cards”, she also shot the independent film “A Good Marriage” opposite Joan Allen and Anthony LaPaglia directed by Peter Askin.  

Connolly’s expanding list of film credits includes “The Bay,” “Cabin in the Woods,” “Revolutionary Road,” “The Happening,” and “Confessions of a Shopaholic.”  On television, Connolly has made guest-star appearances on “Law & Order: Criminal Intent,” “New Amsterdam,” “Mercy,” “Nurse Jackie,” and “Life on Mars.” Connolly’s theater credits include “Measure for Measure” and “All’s Well that Ends Well” at Shakespeare in the Park in New York City in 2011, as well as “King Lear” at The New York Public Theater.   She starred this summer as Desdemona in the Old Globe production of OTHELLO.

Kristen is a graduate of the Yale School of Drama.
STEPHEN LANG (“Holt Ramsey”)

Information pending

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

PETER ASKIN (Director, Producer)
Stage: N.Y. credits include directing the world premiers of Paul Weitz’s “Show People” and “Privilege”; Eve Ensler’s “The Good Body”; “Trumbo” starring Nathan Lane, Ed Harris, Chris Cooper, Tim Robbins and Paul Newman; John Leguizamo’s “Mambo Mouth” (Obie, Outer Critics Circle Awards), “Spic-O-Rama” and “Sexaholix”; Pulitzer Prize nominee Dael Orlandersmith’s “Monster” and “Beauty’s Daughter” (Obie); and “Hedwig and the Angry Inch” (Obie, Outer Critics Circle); upcoming “Umbrage” by Steven Sater and Duncan Sheik, creators of the Tony Award-winning musical “Spring Awakening”.

Film: Paramount Classics’ “Company Man”, which Peter co-wrote and co-directed with Douglas McGrath, starred Sigourney Weaver, John Tuturro and Woody Allen. Peter also directed the feature documentary “Trumbo”, winner of the National Board of Review’s Freedom of Expression Award, “Certainty”, written by Mike O’Malley (Fox’s “Glee”), starring Bobby Moynihan (“SNL”), Tammy Blanchard (“Life With Judy Garland”) and Valerie Harper (“The Mary Tyler Moore Show”, “Rhoda”) and the recently-completed feature film “A Good Marriage”, adapted by Stephen King from his own short story and starring Academy Award nominee Joan Allen, Anthony LaPaglia and Stephen Lang. He has written a number of screenplays, including Cannes’ Palme d’Or-nominated “Smithereens”.

Television: Peter directed the HBO production of “Spic-O-Rama”, winner of four Cable Ace awards, including Best Direction of a Comedy Special. He was the Supervising Producer on John Leguizamo’s HBO/Fox comedy series  “House Of Buggin’” and collaborated with Mr. Leguizamo on the Cable Ace award-winning installment of Comedy Channel’s “Talent Pool”.
STEPHEN KING (Writer)

Stephen King was born in Portland, Maine in 1947, the second son of Donald and Nellie Ruth Pillsbury King. He made his first professional short story sale in 1967 to Startling Mystery Stories. In the fall of 1973, he began teaching high school English classes at Hampden Academy, the public high school in Hampden, Maine. Writing in the evenings and on the weekends, he continued to produce short stories and to work on novels. In the spring of 1973, Doubleday & Co., accepted the novel Carrie for publication, providing him the means to leave teaching and write full-time. He has since published over 50 books and has become one of the world's most successful writers.
Stephen lives in Maine and Florida with his wife, novelist Tabitha King. They are regular contributors to a number of charities including many libraries and have been honored locally for their philanthropic activities.  For more information, please go to: http://stephenking.com/press.php. 
Stephen adapted STEPHEN KING’S A GOOD MARRIAGE from his short story “A Good Marriage” from the collection “Full Dark, No Stars”.  This is the first feature film screenplay Stephen King adapted from one of his works in 25 years (last one: "Pet Sematary" in 1989), and only the 4th one overall (the other two feature films: "Cat’s Eye” in 1985 and “Silver Bullet” in 1986)
WILL BATTERSBY (Producer)
Will Battersby is a partner at Reno Productions, a New York film and theatre production company. His latest feature film as producer is A Good Marriage adapted by Stephen King from his short story of the same name and starring Joan Allen. The film will be released theatrically in October 2014 by Screen Media.
Prior to that Battersby produced Certainty written by "Glee" cast member Mike O'Malley and directed by Peter Askin. The film stars Adelaide Clemens, Tom Lipinski, Bobby Moynihan, Tammy Blanchard, Giancarlo Esposito and Valerie Harper.
Battersby produced The Bleeding House written and directed by graphic novelist Philip Gelatt and starred Alexandra Chando and Patrick Breen. It was released by Tribeca Film in April 2011 in conjunction with its world premiere at the Tribeca Film Festival that year.
Before that Battersby produced Trumbo directed by Peter Askin and starring Michael Douglas, Paul Giamatti, Liam Neeson and Donald Sutherland among others, which was released by Samuel Goldwyn Films and won the National Board of Review Freedom of Expression Award.
Prior to Reno, Battersby was Head of Development at HDNet Films where he worked on several films including Steven Soderbergh's Bubble and Academy Award-nominated Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room directed by Alex Gibney. While there, he served as a producer on One Last Thing... starring Ethan Hawke, Cynthia Nixon and Wyclef Jean and Independent Spirit Award-nominated film The War Within written by and starring Pulitzer Prize winner Ayad Akhtar.
Prior to HDNet Films, Battersby was a Motion Picture Literary agent at International Creative Management (ICM) in New York where he represented screenwriters and directors. Before moving to the United States and joining ICM, he worked as an Assistant Director in the BBC Drama Department on the primetime television show Eastenders.  

Will is currently in post-production on the documentary The Canal.
FRANKIE DeMARCO (Cinematographer)
It was while studying writing and Italian in Florence, Italy that Frankie DeMarco got bit by the film bug after working on a TV commercial there. Returning home to Baltimore, Maryland Frankie got his BA in Modern Languages but he continued to work on commercials, documentaries and a couple of John Waters films. Soon after he moved to New York.

Since then he has worked as a director of photography on scores of features, TV shows, commercials and documentary films. His most recent fearture is “My All American” by writer/director Angelo Pizzo whose earlier credits include the scripts for “Rudy” and “Hoosiers. “My All American” stars Aaron Eckhart, Finn Wittrock, Sarah Bolger and Robin Tunney.

Frankie’s third collaboration with John Cameron Mitchell was “Rabbit Hole” starring Academy Award-Winners Nicole Kidman and Dianne Wiest with Aaron Eckhart, Sandra Oh and Tammy Blanchard. Kidman received an Academy Nomination for her role of Becca in “Rabit Hole”.

DeMarco lensed Steven King’s “A Good Marriage” starring Joan Allen, Anthony LaPaglia and Kristin Connelly will have a Fall 2014 release. It was directed by Peter Askin.

Frankie shot JC Chandor’s “Margin Call” starring Academy Award-Winners Kevin Spacey and Jeremy Irons, with Zach Quinto, Stanley Tucci, Demi Moore, Simon Baker and Paul Bettany. Director/writer JC Chandor received an Academy Nomination for his script. Chandor and DeMarco teamed up again for “All is Lost” starring Academy Award-winner Robert Redford in his most acclaimed role to date.

Other films shot by Frankie include: Warner Brothers’ “Beerfest,” and “The Baby Makers” directed by Broken Lizard’s Jay Chandrasekhar. Academy Award-Winner Jessica Yu’s “Ping Pong Player”, John Cameron Mitchell’s controversial “Shortbus” which was was a Cannes 2006 favorite and Tom DiCillo’s “Delirious” with Steve Buscemi and Michael Pitt.

Sundance 2009 premiered 3 films which Frankie lensed: Jay DiPietro’s “Peter & Vandy”, Jim Strouse’s “Winning Season” starring Sam Rockwell, Emma Roberts and Rooney Mara, and Warner Brothers’ “Spring Breakdown,” starring Amy Pohler, Rachel Dratch, Parker Posey and Will Arnet.

In the last 12 months Frankie has lensed 5 TV pilots for CBS, ShowTime, Amazon and ABC. Other TV work includes first season episodes of the AMC/Lionsgate TV show “Mad Men”, and NBC’s “Kings”--executive produced/directed by Francis Lawrence. TV/webisodes include “Lady Dior London” and “LA-dy Dior” a campaign for Dior starring Academy Award-Winner Marion Cotillard, both have garnered international attention.

Frankie’s cinematography on “Habit”,  “Hedwig and the Angry Inch” and “All is Lost” was nominated for Independent Spirit Awards. The cult documentary “Theremin: An Electronic Odyssey” won the Sundance Filmmaker’s Trophy Award and many international awards. “Hedwig and the Angry Inch” won Best Director and the Audience Award at Sundance and was nominated or won over 53 other awards internationally.

Throughout Frankie’s career he has worked on documentaries, features, TV shows, commercials, industrials and music videos. He considers himself fortunate to be able to move freely among so many genres.

An avid environmentalist, Frankie uses public transportation, has a solar-powered home and eats mostly vegetables and seafood. He wants to go sailing and surfing more often, and lives in New York City with his daughter Hazel.

STENFERT CHARLES (Composers)

Saunder Stenfert Jurriaans and Daniel Charles Bensi are multi-instrumentalists and classically trained musicians. Bensi is an internationally raised cellist and composer, while the mostly self-taught Jurriaans (“I had a few classical guitar lessons”) dropped out of the Rhode Island School of Design and, after playing with a few pick-up bands and working some graphic construction jobs, reconnected with high school friend Bensi, with whom he formed the acclaimed rock band Priestbird.
The band spent about six years recording (they have released five albums) and touring, evolving what can only be described as the ‘dramatic, cinematic’ blend of music to which both Bensi and Jurriaans are naturally attracted. By 2010, Priestbird had run its course, but the pair continued to hone their skills.
They began their film scoring career with Alistair Banks Griffin's Two Gates of Sleep (Cannes - Director's Fortnight, 2010) and have since moved on to score various features and shorts, including Sean Durkin's Martha Marcy May Marlene (Sundance, 2011 - winner Best Director, Cannes - Official Selection, 2011), Ruben Ostlund's Play (Cannes - Director's Fortnight, 2011), PBS American Experience: “The Amish,” and Antonio Campos' Simon Killer (Sundance, 2012). Later in 2012, among many other features, shorts, and documentaries, they scored Sebastian Silva's thriller Magic Magic, and Lance Edward's Bluebird. Year 2013 brought the opportunity to score Denis Villeneuve's Enemy, starring Jake Gyllenhaal. Already in 2014 they have scored

Vic Levin’s 5 to 7, Stephen King’s A Good Marriage, Charlie McDowell’s The One I Love, and Rodrigo Garcia’s The Last Days in the Desert with multiple projects currently in the works.
Bensi and Jurriaans also compose for documentaries, commercials, high-profile fashion videos, and the American Ballet Theater. Bensi is also the cellist and co-arranger for the well-regarded Diego Garcia, and they both perform frequently with many other artists and composers. Bensi and Jurriaans are in the midst of putting together an album of new material, though no release date has been formalized.
COLLEEN SHARP (Editor)

Colleen Sharp began her career editing Lisa Krueger’s acclaimed independent film “Manny & Lo’, which was nominated for four Independent Spirit Awards including the young Scarlett Johansson for best female lead. She went on to edit “Love! Valour! Compassion!” for Joe Mantello. She continued her collaboration with Ms. Krueger and worked on “Committed” starring Heather Graham.  Her other editing credits include “Shadrach” for Susanna Styron starring Harvey Keitel, “The Cake Eaters” directed by Mary Stuart Masterson starring Kristen Stewart, “Harvest” written and directed by Marc Meyers and the critically acclaimed “Higher Ground”, Vera Farmiga’s directorial debut. “Higher Ground” was nominated for the Grand Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival. She recently completed “A Good Marriage” directed by Peter Askin and written by Stephen King starring Joan Allen and Anthony LaPaglia.
Molly Maginnis is an award winning Costume Designer who has worked extensively in film, television, theatre, opera and dance.  Her career began after she received her MFA from Carnegie-Mellon.  She designed on Broadway, Off-Broadway, many regional theatres as well as opera houses throughout the United States.

She is probably best know for her film work on notable films such as:  BROADCAST NEWS, AS GOOD AS IT GETS, SISTER ACT, DARLING COMPANION,  LOOK WHO’S TALKING, ROLE MODELS,  SHE’S OUT OF MY LEAGUE,  COME SEE THE PARADISE, MISS FIRECRACKER, MIGHTY JOE YOUNG AND THE LITTLE FOCKERS. You can catch her latest films:  A GOOD MARRIAGE, based on a Stephen King story starring Joan Allan and Anthony LaPaglia and DOMINION, a film about Dylan Thomas starring Rhys Ifans and John Malkovitch.

Her television work includes Season One of SMASH for which she won the prestigious Costume Design Guild Award for Outstanding Contemporary Costumes.  She was also nominated for the British equivalent of an Oscar – a BAFTA Award – for the miniseries:  TALES OF THE CITY.   Her television work can be seen most recently on the HBO movie, MOHAMMAD ALI’S GREATEST FIGHT starring Christopher Plummer and Frank Langella.  

She is currently living in Brooklyn, New York and is pursuing projects in the Big Apple.

SHARON LOMOFSKY (Production Designer)
South African born Sharon Lomofsky gained international recognition for her production design of Before the Rain. (Winner "Golden Lion", Venice 1994, Oscar Nomination, Best Foreign Film, 1995) She designed critically acclaimed Manny and Lo, Claire Dolan, Pinero, A Love Song For Bobby Long, The King, (Un Certain Regard, Cannes 2005), Stephanie Daley, (Winner, Waldo Salt Award, Sundance 2006), El Cantante, and I Think I Love my Wife, a Chris Rock Comedy.  Bring It On topped the box office in the U.S. and abroad.

Recently her works include James Marsh’s, Man on Wire, (OSCAR WINNER 2009, BAFTA BEST BRITISH FILM 2009), Vera Farmiga’s critically acclaimed directorial debut, Higher Ground, (Sundance special competition 2011), and the 2012 Sundance Film Robot and Frank, which sold to Sony Pictures Worldwide Acquisitions, The Occult a thriller directed by Christian E. Christiansen and produced by LD Entertainment, Very Good Girls directed by Naomi Foner starring Dakota Fanning and Lizzie Olson, produced by Groundswell Pictures, Young Ones directed by Jake Paltrow, and A Good Marriage directed by Peter Askin. 

Sharon’s recent television work includes The Men Who Built America for History Channel, Taxi: Brooklyn for NBC, One Bad Choice for MTV, and Eye Candy for MTV.
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