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TEN THOUSAND SAINTS

Directed by 
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Based on the novel by
Eleanor Henderson
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Ethan Hawke, Asa Butterfield, Hailee Steinfeld,
Emily Mortimer and Emile Hirsch
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SYNOPSIS

Jude—named after a Beatles song by his hippie parents—spends his high school days in small-town Vermont getting high with his best friend, Teddy. Beneath Jude’s mind-numbing activities lurks a desire to reconnect with his estranged father, Les, who abandoned the family when Jude was nine. Desperate to keep her son out of trouble, Jude’s mother sends him to live with Les in New York City. In the roiling and raw East Village, Jude struggles to establish an identity within the cultural upheaval downtown and forms an unlikely surrogate family with Teddy’s straight-edge brother and a troubled, rich uptown girl. 


DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Since its earliest days, New York City has been in a constant state of flux, ever changing and evolving. This may explain why generations of New Yorkers routinely long for their New York, the version of the city that existed in their heyday. For years we’ve wanted to make a movie about ours -- a late 1980’s city of contrasts, of both urban decay and wild creativity.  As in two of our previous period films Cinema Verite and American Splendor, we hoped to find a story rich with characters, whose internal struggles paralleled the more universal changes of their eras. After a long search, we finally found the perfect vehicle in Eleanor Henderson’s elegiac and widely acclaimed novel Ten Thousand Saints.  

We picked up this book by pure accident, but ended up connecting with so many aspects of the material. Although born in New York, Robert moved back to make the city his permanent home the very year the story is set. Shari (a born and bred New Yorker whose mother grew up across the street from Tompkins Square Park) was actually a participant in the 1988 Tompkins Square Park riots. Most importantly, we were both extremely moved by the novel’s exploration of the cosmic nature of family.

We were also drawn in by the visual nature of the novel. Moving between the garbage strewn streets of the East Village and the snow covered world of bucolic Vermont, Ten Thousand Saints offered us an exciting cinematic canvas.  Making a period film on an indie budget is always difficult, but we were determined to bring this story to the screen. We knew the only way to approach it was to find a creative team who shared not only our passion, but an eagerness to find new ways to work and rework on a limited budget.

The right DP was key, and Ben Kutchins was more than enthusiastic about our decision to shoot Super 16. Conceived initially as a way to roughen up today’s all-too-pristine East Village, this vintage stock also handled our designer Stephen Beatrice’s unconventional palette beautifully, from the browns of dilapidated tenements to the saffron hues of Krishna robes. We also needed to find creative ways to shoot around the abundant anachronisms popping up everywhere: bright blue banks of Citibikes, gleaming high end towers, etc. Our resourceful and thrifty team met this challenge with tons of garbage, well-placed background artists and lots of filthy snow (generously donated by nature during one of New York’s most brutal winters). 

Music had to be an integral part of Ten Thousand Saints and we were inspired by the eclectic mix of Straight Edge Hardcore (and more specifically Krishnacore), 1980’s alternative music (REM, The Replacements, The Feelies, The Cure to name a few), Eastern influenced Hare Krishna chants and the rock of the parents’ generation.  As for score, it needed to balance many things including the gentrification conflict brewing in the East Village which ultimately culminated in the Tompkins Square Park Riot. Yet it also needed to express Jude’s internal dilemma -- his yearning for Eliza, his acceptance into the Straight Edge world, and his rebellion against the anarchy of his parents’ lifestyle and, perhaps, the universe in general. Composer Garth Stevenson’s double bass approach to melody seemed like a great way to bridge the gap between all these building tensions, while also expressing Jude’s budding emotional awakenings.

Perhaps the greatest accomplishment of the novel are its rich characters, all deeply flawed but equally heroic and we were excited to find amazing actors to breathe life into them. We couldn’t be more thrilled with the cast we assembled to do so. We were incredibly lucky to land the first actor we approached for the project in Ethan Hawke, who found himself drawn to the same ideas that initially attracted us to the material. Ten Thousand Saints addresses themes the two of us have consistently addressed in our movies -- identity, class, belonging and self-discovery. While these ideas originated in the splendid mind of novelist Eleanor Henderson, in many ways and for many reasons, we often marvel that Ten Thousand Saints feels like the most personal film we’ve ever made.

--  Robert Pulcini & Shari Springer Berman




ABOUT THE CAST


ETHAN HAWKE, “Les”
"Gather ye rosebuds while ye may," is a phrase a young Ethan Hawke took to heart while filming "Dead Poets Society," the Academy Award winning drama which launched his career. Twenty five years, and several Tony® and Oscar® nominations later, he has emerged a multifaceted artist, challenging himself as a novelist, screenwriter and director, while earning world acclaim for his brave and nuanced roles.

Hawke has collaborated with filmmaker Richard Linklater on multiple occasions, including "Fast Food Nation;" "Waking Life;" "The Newton Boys" and "Tape." Their most recent collaboration, "Boyhood," premiered at the 2014 Sundance Film Festival and was released by IFC on July 11, 2014. Hawke stars alongside Patricia Arquette and Ellar Coltrane in the critically acclaimed film that was shot intermittently over 12 years chronicling the life of a child from age 6-18. For his performance, Ethan was nominated for the 2014 Screen Actors Guild (SAG) Award, the Golden Globe Award, the Film Independent Spirit Award, the Critics Choice Film Award, and the Gotham Independent Spirit Award for "Best Supporting Actor."
 
Marking another one of their celebrated projects, Hawke starred opposite Julie Delpy in the critically acclaimed film "Before Sunrise" and its two sequels "Before Sunset" and "Before Midnight." The trio co-wrote the screenplays for "Before Sunset" and “Before Midnight” and received Academy Award and Independent Spirit Award nominations for both scripts. Hawke, Linklater and Delpy were honored with the Louie Treize Genius Award for achievement in cinematic works for the "Before" films at the BFCA Critics Choice Awards.

Hawke will next be seen in "Predestination" for Sony. The film premiered at this year's SXSW film festival and will be released in January 9, 2015. Hawke recently reteamed with writer-director Michael Almereyda on William Shakespeare's "Cymbeline." Hawke stars in the contemporary romance set against the backdrop of a war between dirty cops and drug-dealing bikers, in what's being described as "Sons of Anarchy" meets Romeo and Juliet. Lionsgate will release the film in the spring of 2015. Additionally, Hawke also stars in Andrew Niccol's "Good Kill" as a drone pilot opposite January Jones. IFC will release the film in 2015. Both “Good Kill” and “Cymbeline” premiered at this year's Venice Festival. 

Later in 2015, Hawke will star in Alejandro Amenábar's “Regression” alongside Emma Watson. The Weinstein Company will release the film on August 28, 2015. Hawke recently completed production on Blumhouse and Ti West's "In a Valley of Violence", Noah Buschel's "The Phenom" and Robert Budreau's "Born to be Blue" where Hawke plays the legendary jazz trumpeter, Chet Baker.

Hawke's documentary directorial debut “Seymour: An Introduction” premiered at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival and also played at the New York Film Festival. The project follows the life of the legendary pianist and piano teacher Seymour Bernstein. IFC will release the film in 2015.

Hawke recently starred in James DeMonaco's “The Purge” alongside Lena Headley. Made on a budget of only $3 million dollars, “The Purge” became Ethan's largest box office opening weekend ever grossing over $34.5 million dollars.

Tapping into the pop culture zeitgeist with Ben Stiller's 1994 comedy "Reality Bites," Hawke has starred in over forty films, including; "Explorers;" "Dad;" "White Fang;" "Waterland;" "Alive;" "Rich In Love"; "Gattaca;" "Great Expectations;" "Hamlet;" "Assault on Precinct 13;" "Taking Lives;" "Before The Devil Knows You're Dead," "What Doesn't Kill You," "Brooklyn's Finest," "Woman in the Fifth," and "Sinister." In 2002, Hawke received Academy Award® and Screen Actors Guild e Supporting Actor nominations for his work in Antonie Fuqua's "Training Day" opposite Denzel Washington.

Behind the lens, in 2001, Hawke made his directorial debut with his drama "Chelsea Walls." The film tells five stories set in a single day at the "Chelsea Hotel" and stars Uma Thurman, Kris Kristofferson, Rosario Dawson, Natasha Richardson, and Steve Zahn. Additionally, he directed Josh Hamilton in the short film "Straight to One," a story of a couple, young and in love, living in the Chelsea Hotel. Hawke also recently directed a documentary about famed piano composer Seymour Bernstein that will be released in 2014.

In 1996, Hawke wrote his first novel, The Hottest State, published by Little Brown and now in its nineteenth printing. In his sophomore directorial endeavor, Hawke adapted for the screen and directed the on-screen version of "The Hottest State" and also directed a music video for the film. In 2002, his second novel, Ash Wednesday, was published by Knopf and was chosen for Bloomsbury's contemporary classics series. In addition to his work as a novelist, Hawke wrote an in-depth and celebrated profile of icon Kris Kristofferson for Rolling Stone in April 2009.
At the age of twenty one, Hawke founded Malaparte Theater Co., which remained open for more than five years giving young artists a home to develop their craft. The next year in 1992, Hawke made his Broadway debut in The Seagull. Additionally, he has appeared in Henry IV alongside Richard Easton; Buried Child (Steppenwolf); Hurlyburly for which he earned a Lucille Lortel Award Nomination for Outstanding Lead Actor and Drama League Award Nomination for Distinguished Performance (The New Group); Tom Stoppards The Coast of Utopia for which he was honored with a Tony Award nomination for Best Featured Actor in a Play and Drama League Award nomination for Distinguished Performance (Lincoln Center); the inaugural season of The Bridge Project's double billings of The Cherry Orchard and A Winter's Tale; for which garnered Hawke a Drama Desk Award Nomination for Outstanding Featured Actor in a Play (Brooklyn Academy of Music and The Old Vic); and Scott Elliott's Blood From A Stone (The New Group) which garnered him a 2011 Obie Award. Also for theatre, in 2007, Hawke made his Off-Broadway directing debut with the world premiere of Jonathan Marc Sherman's dark comedy, Things We Want. In 2010, Hawke directed Sam Shepard's A Lie of the Mind, for which he received a Drama Desk Nomination for Outstanding Director of a Play; as well as recognition in the New York Times and The New Yorker top ten lists of the leading theatre productions in 2010. In 2012, he starred in Chekov's Ivanov for the Classic Stage Company. In 2013, he directed and starred in Clive, the stage adaptation of Bertolt Brecht's Baal, by Marc Sherman for The New Group. Hawke completed a successful run in Lincoln Center Theatre's production of “Macbeth” in the title role in late 2013.

For television, Hawke most recently appeared in the television adaption of "Moby Dick" that aired on Encore. He starred alongside William Hurt as the stalwart and experienced first officer Starbuck, the only member of the crew who dares to oppose Captain Ahab (William Hurt).
Hawke resides in New York and is married with four children.






ASA BUTTERFIELD, “Jude”
Asa Butterfield was first noted for his performance in “The Boy in the Striped Pajamas” for which he was nominated for a BIFA for Most Promising Newcomer and a Young Artists Award for Best Performance in an International Feature Film. He followed this with Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang before staring in Martin Scorsese's “Hugo”.  He was last seen as Ender in “Ender’s Game.” and he will next appear in “X Plus Y” for which he was nominated for a BIFA for best actor. He is looking forward to the release of “Ten Thousand Saints,” co-starring opposite Ethan Hawke, and has a busy year ahead with final school exams in June.  For now however his head is firmly focused on Tim Burton’s “Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children”, shooting from February, in which  he will play the central character.


EMILY MORTIMER, “Diane”
A talented and charming actress, Emily Mortimer continues to challenge herself with a variety of roles that have audiences fully captivated by her onscreen presence.
 
Mortimer is currently in production on the second season of Doll & Em for HBO, Co-written by and co-starring her real-life best friend Dolly Wells. The show is a comedy exploring what happens when a Hollywood actress hires her childhood friend as a personal assistant while making a film in Los Angeles.
Most recently, Mortimer starred in the third and final season of HBO’s The Newsroom created by Aaron Sorkin and costarring Jeff Daniels. Next up, the actress can next be seen in Rio, eu te amo (Rio, I Love You), which is the third in a series of films that comprise ten short segments set in Rio. Mortimer’s segment, helmed by Paolo Sorrentino, follows the wife of an older man who is dying of diabetes. Also this year, Mortimer will appear in Shari Springer Berman and Robert Pulcini’s Ten Thousand Saints, which will debut at Sundance. Set in the 1980s, the film follows a teenager from Vermont who moves to New York City to live with his father. Mortimer recently completed production on Nic Mathieu’s Spectral, a sci-fi/ thriller centered on a special-ops team that is dispatched to fight supernatural beings that have taken over New York City.
 
Throughout her career, Mortimer has worked with some of the most legendary film directors of our era including Martin Scorsese and Woody Allen.  Mortimer marked her second collaboration with Martin Scorsese, opposite Sacha Baron Cohen in Hugo, which received 11 Academy Award® nominations, and took home five awards. She had previously worked with Scorsese on the box office hit thriller, Shutter Island opposite Leonardo DiCaprio.  Mortimer also starred in one of Woody Allen’s most loved films of the last ten years, Match Point, for which she received glowing reviews.
 
Mortimer’s break-out performance was in Nicole Holofcener’s critically-acclaimed, Lovely & Amazing, opposite Catherine Keener. The film won her rave reviews and an Independent Spirit Award for Best Supporting Actress. She went on to star in David Mackenzie’s film, Young Adam opposite Ewan McGregor and Tilda Swinton, and earned nominations for Best British Actress at the Empire Awards as well as Best British Actress in a Supporting Role at the London Film Critics Circle Awards. Following that, she starred opposite Ryan Gosling in the Oscar® nominated comedy, Lars and the Real Girl.
 
Among her numerous other film credits are Hisako Matsui’s Leonie, a film about the life and relationships of the early 20th Century American educator, editor, and journalist, Leonie Gilmour; Jesse Peretz’ Our Idiot Brother opposite Paul Rudd, Elizabeth Banks and Zooey Deschanel; Brad Anderson’s Transsiberian opposite Woody Harrelson and Ben Kingsley; David Mamet’s Redbelt; Dear Frankie opposite Gerard Butler which earned her a London Film Critics Award nomination; City Island, opposite Andy Garcia; Harry Brown, opposite Michael Caine; Stephen Fry’s Bright Young Things; Kenneth Branagh’s Love’s Labour’s Lost; Shekhar Kapur’s Elizabeth; The Ghost and the Darkness with Michael Douglas and Val Kilmer; Formula 51 with Samuel L. Jackson; Wes Craven’s Scream 3; The Kid opposite Bruce Willis; and the Pink Panther 1 and 2 opposite Steve Martin.
 
Mortimer has lent her voice to John Lasseter’s beloved sequel, Cars 2, as the beautiful British spy car, “Holley Shiftwell” as well as to the character of young Sophie in Walt Disney Studios’ English language version of Howl’s Moving Castle, directed by the renowned Japanese animator Hayao Miyazaki.
 
In addition to her film projects, Mortimer has starred in a range of television projects for the BBC and played the recurring role of “Phoebe,” a love interest for Alec Baldwin’s character, during the 2007 season of the hit NBC series 30 Rock.
 
On stage, Mortimer’s theatre credits include her off-Broadway debut at the Atlantic Theater in the world premiere of Jez Butterworth’s Parlour Song, directed by Neil Pepe. In November 2007, Mortimer was invited by Eric Idle (Monty Python) to take part in two special performances of his play, What About Dick? with a stellar cast that included Billy Connolly, Tim Curry, Eric Idle, Eddie Izzard, and Tracy Ullman. Additional theatre credits include productions of The Merchant of Venice for the Lyceum Theatre and The Lights for the Royal Court. 
 
On the production side, Mortimer and her husband, Alessandro Nivola, run King Bee Productions. The production company has several projects in development including the film, The Man Who Never Died, which they are producing in partnership with Jason Blum of Blumhouse Productions (The Reader, The Normal Heart, Paranormal Activity).  Based on the book of the same title by William Adler, the movie is a biopic about folk hero Joe Hill whose trial and execution have been the cause of speculation for the last century.  Adler’s book is full of romantic intrigue and for the first time provides evidence of Hill’s innocence.  King Bee is also producing Respectable, written and directed by Louis Mellis (Sexy Beast) in partnership with producers Jim Wilson (The Lovely Bones, Under The Skin) and Ted Hope (The Ice Storm, Martha Marcy May Marlene). In addition, King Bee is developing a television series based on Kathy Lette’s comic novel The Boy Who Fell to Earth about her relationship with her son who has Asperger’s.

 Mortimer was born in London, England – the daughter of famed writer Sir John Mortimer.  She attended St. Paul’s Girls School in Hammersmith, London and went on to study English and Russian at Oxford University.  She currently lives in Brooklyn, New York with her husband and their two children.


JULIANNE NICHOLSON, “Harriet”
Julianne Nicholson  has two films due for release in the Fall of 2015: “Black Mass” with Johnny Depp and Joel Edgerton and “Ten Thousand Saints” with Ethan Hawke.  She previously reunited with John Wells for “August: Osage County” which won the Hollywood Film Award for Best Ensemble cast.
 
Nicholson is currently in production on “The Red Road” for the Sundance Channel in which she stars. The original scripted series is a hard-hitting drama that revolves around a local cop struggling to keep his family together while simultaneously policing two clashing communities.  Nicholson also guest starred in a multi episode arc on Showtime’s “Masters of Sex.”  and as Esther Randolph in “Boardwalk Empire". 

Nicholson’s best known work for the networks includes Dick Wolf’s “Conviction” and “Law and Order: Criminal Intent.” She first worked with John Wells on the medical drama “Presidio Med,” which he produced. Her other series commitments were Steven Spielberg’s paranormal drama “The Others” and David E. Kelly’s “Ally McBeal.”  She also recently guest starred on “The Good Wife.”

Independent film work has been a staple for Nicholson with leading roles in Hilary Birmingham's “Tully,” opposite James Franco in Jay Anania's “Shadows & Lies,” in Bill Condon's “Kinsey” and alongside Ethan Hawke in “Staten Island.” 

Nicholson also draws fans in the international market working  with such acclaimed directors as Peter Chan in “The Love Letter,” Alain Berliner’s “Passion of Mind” and Nick Hurran in “Little Black Book.” 

Her recent move to Los Angeles with her two children and actor husband, Brit Jonathan Cake, follows a very productive period on the New York stage.  Her stage work includes a role she originated in Sam Shepard’s latest play “Heartless” Melissa James Gibson’s new play “This” and Rattlestick’s production of Adam Rapp’s “Hallway” trilogy.


HAILEE STEINFELD, “Eliza”
At 14 years old, Hailee Steinfeld emerged as a breakout star with her poignant Academy Award® nominated performance in True Grit.
 
Steinfeld can currently be seen in The Homesman opposite Tommy Lee Jones, Meryl Streep and Hilary Swank. The film is about a man (Jones) who teams up with a pioneer woman (Swank) to escort three women across the prairie back to civilization. Steinfeld plays Tabitha Hutchinson, a poor, simple and barefooted teenager. 
 
She was recently seen in John Carney's Begin Again opposite Keira Knightley and Mark Ruffalo. The music-centered story follows Gretta (Knightley) who moves with her longtime boyfriend to New York but is heartbroken when her boyfriend dumps her for fame and fortune. Her world takes a turn for the better when a down-on-his-luck record producer (Ruffalo) stumbles upon her singing in a local bar and is immediately captivated together becoming each other's last chance to turn their lives around. Hailee plays Mark Ruffalo's daughter.  The film premiered and was sold at last year's Toronto International Film Festival and was released by the Weinstein Company on July 4, 2014.
 
Steinfeld last wrapped the highly anticipated Pitch Perfect 2 opposite Anna Kendrick and Rebel Wilson.  The film is a follow up to the 2012 cult film.  Elizabeth Banks is directing the Universal film which is slated to be released on May 15, 2015.
 
Next up is The Keeping Room opposite Brit Marling. The Daniel Barber directed film centers around two sisters and a slave who are forced to defend their Southern home from soldiers who have broken off from the fast-approaching Union Army.  The film premiered at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival and will be released in the early Fall of 2015 by Drafthouse Films.
 
The actress recently wrapped production on a variety of projects - most recently, Universal’s Term Life opposite Vince Vaughn. The film is based on the graphic novel by A.J. Lieberman and Nick Thornborrow. The film follows Nick Barrow (Vaughn), who plans and sells heists to the highest bidder but finds himself hunted by mob bosses, contract killers and dirty cops. To help his estranged daughter Cate (Steinfeld), he takes out a life insurance policy on himself with her as the beneficiary.
 
Ten Thousand Saints, in which Hailee stars opposite Ethan Hawke, will premiere at Sundance in January. The film is a feature adaptation of Eleanor Henderson's 2011 novel set in 1980s New York City in the age of CBGB, yuppies and gentrification that culminated in 1988's Tompkins Square Park riots.
 
Steinfeld also recently completed Barely Lethal, in which she plays the starring role of Megan, a 16-year-old international assassin yearning for a "normal" adolescence. The film also stars Samuel L. Jackson and is produced by Brett Ratner.
 
Other recent films include Hateship, Loveship opposite Guy Pearce, Kristen Wiig, and Nick Nolte; 3 Days To Kill opposite Kevin Costner; William Shakespeare's classic Romeo & Juliet and Ender's Game opposite Harrison Ford and Ben Kingsley.
 
In 2010, Steinfeld was chosen over 15,000 actresses for her role as Mattie Ross, in the Coen Brothers' remake of True Grit. Starring opposite Jeff Bridges, Matt Damon, and Josh Brolin, Steinfeld's performance garnered her universal acclaim with dozens of film critic award wins, including the Broadcast Film Critics Association Award, the Chicago Film Critics Association Award, the Toronto Film Critics Association Award, and the Vancouver Film Critics Circle Award for Best Supporting Actress. In addition to her Oscar® nomination, Steinfeld received a Screen Actors Guild nomination for Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Supporting Role, as well as a BAFTA Award nomination for Best Actress in a Leading Role.
 
Steinfeld was seen as the face of Miuccia Prada's Miu Miu campaign in the Fall of 2011 and was recently named one of the 16 most influential teens of 2013 by TIME Magazine.  Additionally, she was honored with the 'Female Star of Tomorrow' award at CinemaCon in April 2013 and the Max Mara 'Face of the Future award' in June 2013 at the annual Women in Film gala. 
 
She currently resides in Los Angeles.


EMILE HIRSCH, “Johnny”
Emile Hirsch is currently filming VINCENT-N-ROXXY written and directed by Gary Michael Schultz opposite Zoe Kravitz.  Last year, Emile starred in the critically acclaimed box office hit, LONE SURVIVOR opposite Mark Wahlberg, Taylor Kitsch and Ben Foster. Directed by Pete Berg, the film is based on the best-selling book by Marcus Luttrell. He also starred in the Bruce Beresford-directed miniseries BONNIE & CLYDE, which reached almost 10 million viewers while simultaneously airing on the History Channel, A&E and Lifetime. He was recently seen opposite Paul Rudd in PRINCE AVALANCHE, an off-beat comedy directed by David Gordon Green which premiered at the 2013 Sundance Film Festival and went on to win the Best Director award at the Berlin Film Festival. Emile also starred alongside Stephen Dorff and Dakota Fanning in MOTEL LIFE, winner of the Audience Award at the 2012 Rome Film Festival, and starred opposite Penelope Cruz in Sergio Castellitto’s TWICE BORN which premiered at the 2012 Toronto Film Festival. Hirsch is probably best known for his breakthrough performance in INTO THE WILD, which was directed by Sean Penn and received worldwide acclaim including SAG Award nomination for Hirsch.  He has also had starring roles in such films as William Friedkin's KILLER JOE opposite Matthew McConaughey, Gus Van Sant's MILK, opposite Sean Penn, as well as SAVAGES, SPEED RACER, ALPHA DOG, THE LORDS OF DOGTOWN, THE GIRL NEXT DOOR and THE DANGEROUS LIVES OF ALTAR BOYS.

AVAN JOGIA, “Teddy”
Avan recently shot the lead in the 8 part mini-series TUT in which he will be playing KING TUT opposite Ben Kingsley.  He will next be seen in Ten Thousand Saints for directors Shari Springer Berman and Robert Pulcini (“American Splendor”) opposite Hailee Steinfeld, Asa Butterfield, Emile Hirsch and Ethan Hawke. He will also be seen in “Shangri-La Suite” for director Eddie O’Keefe opposite Emily Browning, Ashley Greene, and Luke Grimes.  Avan also recently wrapped the film “Michael” opposite James Franco, Emma Roberts and Zachary Quinto.  Many know Avan as the lead in the ABC Family pilot “Twisted” where played Danny, a 16-year-old sociopath who reconnects with his two childhood friends when he returns to his hometown only to find himself the prime suspect of a local murder. In addition, Avan was one of the stars of the hit series “Victorious.”  Avan just reunited with his “Victorious” castmate, Victoria Justice in the film “Outskirts” which also stars Ashley Rickards, and Eden Sher.  Avan has over three million followers in social media.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS


SHARI SPRINGER BERMAN AND ROBERT PULCINI 
Directors

Shari Springer Berman and Robert Pulcini are an Oscar-nominated and Emmy-winning filmmaking team well recognized for their innovative body of work which blends an affection for idiosyncratic real life characters and finely honed intelligent stories. After working in documentaries and writing scripts for the studios, they wrote and directed their first feature, AMERICAN SPLENDOR, starring Paul Giamatti and Hope Davis.
 
AMERICAN SPLENDOR, based on the graphic novel of Harvey Pekar,  won over 30 awards and honors (Grand Jury Prize, Sundance Film Festival; FIPRESCI Award, Cannes Film Festival; Best Adapted Screenplay, Writers Guild Awards and Best Adapted Screenplay Nomination, Academy Awards among others). The film premiered in 2003.
 
CINEMA VERITE received nine Emmy nominations including Best Movie, Outstanding Directing and a win for Best Editing for Pulcini. In addition, the film received three Golden Globe nominations, a SAG nomination, as well as ACE and Writer’s Guild Award wins. The HBO original film starring Diane Lane, James Gandolfini and Tim Robbins premiered in 2011.
 
GIRL MOST LIKELY, starring Kristen Wiig, Annette Bening, Matt Dillon and, Darren Criss premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival. It was acquired at the festival by Lionsgate, and was released in 2013.
 
THE EXTRA MAN, based on the novel by Jonathan Ames, starred Kevin Kline, Paul Dano, John C. Riley and Katie Holmes. It premiered at The Sundance Film Festival and was released in by Magnolia in 2010.
 
THE NANNY DIARIES, based on the best selling novel by Emma McLaughlin and Nicola Krauss, starred Scarlett Johansson, Laura Linney, Chris Evans and Alicia Keyes. It   premiered at The Venice Film Festival and was widely released by The Weinstein Company in 2007.
 
Their award winning documentaries include OFF THE MENU: THE LAST DAYS OF CHASEN’S (1997 Winner of the Hamptons Film Festival) and THE YOUNG AND THE DEAD (Venice Film Festival Premiere).

ELEANOR HENDERSON 
Novelist

Eleanor Henderson was born in Greece, grew up in Florida, and attended Middlebury College and the University of Virginia, where she received her MFA in 2005. Her debut novel Ten Thousand Saints was named one of the Top 10 Books of 2011 by The New York Times and a finalist for the Art Seidenbaum Award for First Fiction from The Los Angeles Times. Her short stories have appeared in Agni, North American Review, Ninth Letter, Columbia, and Salon, among other publications. Her story “The Farms” was nominated for a Pushcart and selected by Alice Sebold for The Best American Short Stories 2009. Her nonfiction has appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, All Things Considered, Poets & Writers (where she was a contributing editor), and The Virginia Quarterly Review (where she was the chair of the fiction board). An assistant professor at Ithaca College, she lives in Ithaca, New York, with her husband, Aaron, and sons Nico and Henry. With Anna Solomon she is also co-editor of Labor Day: True Birth Stories by Today’s Best Women Writers (FSG, April 2014)

GARTH STEVENSON 
Composer

New York based double bassist and composer, Garth Stevenson, creates music for film and television, drawing much of his inspiration from nature. He recently collaborated with directors Robert Pulcini and Shari Springer Berman on Ten Thousand Saints, a drama set in New York's East Village featuring Ethan Hawke, Hailee Steinfeld, Emile Hirsch, Asa Butterfield, Emily Mortimer, Julianne Nicholson. Stevenson worked with John Curran (The Painted Veil) on the biographical drama Tracks, starring Mia Wasikowska and Adam Driver, accompanying the character’s long desert trek with a gentle, ethereal score.  Stevenson lent an anguished beauty to the Antarctic-set drama Red Knot (which he also has a part in), and sensitively scored the PBS Independent Lens documentary Young Lakota—which tackled a story about Native Americans, politics, and abortion. 

Stevenson grew up in the mountains of Western Canada, where he learned to play piano and double bass, and cultivated a harmony with nature. He attended Berklee College of Music on a full scholarship before launching into an active career of composing and performing. He has traveled extensively with his 160-year-old double bass to rural Siberia, Antarctica, North and South America, Japan and Europe. His time spent outdoors has inspired two studio albums, most recently the highly reviewed Flying. He has also recorded on more than 50 studio albums for other artists.

“So much of my sound and musical vocabulary evolved from the thousands of hours I’ve spent playing alone in nature,” says Stevenson. “Scouting locations, getting lost in the woods, encountering animals—it’s all such a journey before I even take my bass out of the case. It’s that journey that I hope comes across in the music.”


BEN KUTCHINS
Director of Photography

Ben Kutchins is a lauded cinematographer whose first feature film, Bomb the System, was nominated for an Independent Spirit Award.  Reviewing Kutchins’ work on Bomb the System, Stephen Holden of the New York Times wrote, “The splendid cinematography by Ben Kutchins evokes a downscale New York answer to the icy Los Angeles noir of Michael Mann, but on a minuscule budget and with passion to spare."

Before his feature film debut, Kutchins worked professionally as a still photographer at Lucasfilm's Industrial Light and Magic.  A 35mm still camera in his hands since the age of 13, he has always felt most at home behind the lens. 

Kutchins has shot numerous features including Holy Rollers, which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in 2010 as well as the 2011 Fox Searchlight Pictures release The Art of Getting By. 

His recent projects include The Longest Week, a romantic comedy starring Jason Bateman and Olivia Wilde; Lucky Them starring Toni Collete and Johnny Depp; Veronica Mars with Kristen Bell; and Sleeping with Other People with Jason Sudeikis and Amanda Peet.

He currently splits his time between New York and Los Angeles.




SUTTIRAT ANNE LARLARB
Costume Designer

Suttirat Anne Larlarb has been designing for film and theatre internationally for the past 2 decades.
3 films for directors Shari Springer-Berman & Bob Pulcini: “10,000 Saints”, “The Extra Man” and “Cinema Verite” (Emmy Nomination), Frequent collaborator with Danny Boyle on projects for film, television and theatre including the London 2012 Olympic Opening Ceremony (Emmy Award, Production Design), “Slumdog Millionaire” (Costume Designers’ Guild Award)), “127 Hours” (Costume & Production Designer, Art Directors Guild Award Nomination),“Trance”, “Sunshine” and “Frankenstein” at London’s National Theatre. Other filmwork: “The Walk” directed by Robert Zemeckis, Anton Corbijn’s “The American”, and Philippe Farladeau’s ‘The Good Lie’.
Recent theatre: “Of Mice and Men” (Broadway), Broadway-bound “Finding Neverland” for the American Repertory Theatre,”Dying For It” at The Atlantic Theatre Company, “The Killer” at Theatre for a New Audience, “Selma ‘65” at LaMama,
Suttirat has an MFA from the Yale School of Drama, and is currently a professor at Carnegie Mellon.

STEPHEN BEATRICE
Production Designer

Stephen Beatrice is a New York City based feature film & television Production Designer whose current credits include the hit Starz television series, Power. His career spans two decades, beginning in 1995 on the feature film, American Buffalo. Although he was an intern at the time, it was this project that provided Stephen with the opportunities that helped launch his career.

By the late nineties, Stephen had art directed a number of independent features including Sunday and A Fish in the Bathtub. His experience as an art director led him to begin production designing.  One of his first production design credits was on the award winning film, Girlfight, which premiered at Sundance in 2000 and took home the festival’s Grand Jury Prize and the Directing Award in Dramatic Competition. Attracted to more innovative styles of filmmaking, Stephen sought smaller, riskier projects working with Gus Van Sant on the film Easter and on Harmony Korine’s 1999 film julien donkey-boy. 

For the next decade Stephen’s career continued to take shape through such films as Roger Dodger, Love,Liza, The Messenger and the cult classic, Adventureland, which premiered at Sundance in 2009 and won the NYFCO Award for Top Film of the Year. The following year Stephen’s career reached its pinnacle point as he took over the second season of the widely popular hit series, White Collar (USA Network). It was Stephen’s unique background and keen understanding of fine art provided the key elements needed to overhaul the series’ home sets and breathe new life into the show’s production design.

Now, nearly six years after Adventureland’s premiere, Stephen’s work has once again found acclaim on the festival circuit with his latest film Ten Thousand Saints; a film adaptation of the bestselling novel by Eleanor Henderson staring Oscar Nominees Ethan Hawke and Hailee Steinfeld.


CELINE RATTRAY
[bookmark: _GoBack]Producer

Celine Rattray has produced over thirty independent films, including twelve Sundance Film Festival selections, five Toronto Film Festival selections and one Berlin International Film Festival selection. She won a Golden Globe and received an Oscar nomination for Lisa Choldenko's 2010 Oscar-nominated hit film The Kids Are All Right, starring Annette Bening, Julianne Moore and Mark Ruffalo. In 2010-2011, Rattray ran Mandalay Vision, during which she produced THE WHISTLEBLOWER, a drama directed by Larysa Kondracki and starring Rachel Weisz, which won the Sundance 2011 Waldo Salt Screen writing award; and 2012‘s breakout dark comedy BERNIE directed by Richard Linklater, starring Jack Black, Shirley MacLaine and Matthew McConaughey. Rattray was also a founding principal in Plum Pictures, which she ran with her partners Galt Niederhoffer and Daniela Taplin. In six short years, Plum Pictures made twenty independent films, including ten Sundance Film Festival selections, one Toronto Film Festival® selection, and one Berlin International Film Festival selection. Prior to producing film, Ms. Rattray was the Director of Marketing and Business Development for HBO. Rattray graduated with a degree in Mathematics and Philosophy from Oxford University. She currently serves on the Board of BAFTA New York.

ANNE CAREY
Producer

Anne Carey is President of Production at Archer Gray, a media production, finance, and venture investment company based in New York City. In her career as an independent producer, Carey has been associated with filmmakers such as Ang Lee, Anton Corbijn, Bill Condon, Todd Field, Greg Mottola, Tamara Jenkins, Alan Ball, Mike Mills and Nicole Holofcener. Carey’s films have been distributed by Fox Searchlight, Sony Picture Classics, Warner Independent, Focus Features, Miramax and HBO; and her films have played and premiered at major domestic and international film festivals including the Sundance Film Festival, Telluride Film Festival, The Berlin Film Festival and the Toronto International Film Festival. 


AMY NAUIOKAS 
Producer

Amy Nauiokas is a venture capitalist, producer, and the founder of Archer Gray, a media production, finance, and venture investment company with offices in New York City and London. Archer Gray’s venture efforts focus on media and digital markets.  Archer Gray’s production projects include the eight-time Tony Award-winning play Once, and Sundance Film Festival selections The Diary of a Teenage Girl, Ten Thousand Saints, Little Accidents and The Inevitable Defeat of Mister and Pete. Previously, Amy served as CEO of Barclays Stockbrokers. She has also served as Head of E-Commerce at Barclays Capital and as Senior Managing Director at Cantor Fitzgerald. Amy is a member of the Dickinson College Board of Trustees, Board Chair of Make-A-Wish International and Co-Founder of the Bubble Foundation. 

ARCHER GRAY

Archer Gray is a media production, finance, and venture investment company driven by a passion for innovation, integrity, and results. Through our production arm, Archer Gray relies on a unique blend of expertise to develop, finance, and produce original stories with maximum commercial and artistic appeal.  Through our venture arm, we make investments in early-stage media and marketplace technology companies that are creating new value and opportunities from inefficient industries.  The company prides itself on partnering with those who share our commitment to transparency, collaboration, and new ways of thinking.  Archer Gray's projects and credits include the Broadway musical Once, winner of eight Tony Awards, the critically acclaimed plays Seminar and The Elephant Man, Robert Pulcini and Shari Berman’s film Ten Thousand Saints, premiering at Sundance and starring Ethan Hawke, Hailee Steinfeld, Asa Butterfield and Emile Hirsch; Marielle Heller's Sundance competition debut feature The Diary of a Teenage Girl starring Kristen Wiig and Alexander Skaarsgard; Bill Condon's Mr Holmes starring Ian McKellen and Laura Linney; Sara Colangelo’s Little Accidents staring Elizabeth Banks, Boyd Holbrook, and Chloe Sevigny; as well as The Inevitable Defeat of Mister and Pete and Greetings from Tim Buckley. www.ArcherGray.com.

TRUDIE STYLER
Producer

Trudie Styler is an actress, film producer, director, human rights activist,
environmentalist and Unicef Ambassador. 

After studying Drama at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School Styler gained extensive experience in British repertory theatres and with the Royal Shakespeare Company, as well as appearing regularly in many television series. Her film roles
include, among others, FAIR GAME (1988); THE GROTESQUE (1995); ME
WITHOUT YOU (2001); CONFESSIONS OF AN UGLY STEPSISTER (2002); CHEEKY (2003); LIVING PROOF (2008); THE NEXT THREE DAYS (2010); as well as the forthcoming
films DESPITE THE FALLING SNOW and DE REUNIE.

Latterly, Styler has returned to the stage to be directed by Max Stafford-Clark in A DISH OF TEA WITH DR JOHNSON (2011) and THE SEAGULL (2013). She also portrayed Clara Schumann alongside husband Sting’s Robert Schumann in John Caird’s TWIN SPIRITS.

With her film production company XINGU FILMS Styler championed young talent for 20 years,
producing, among others, multi-award winning films such as Guy Ritchie’s LOCK STOCK AND TWO SMOKING BARRELS (1998) and SNATCH (2000). In 2006 A GUIDE TO RECOGNIZING YOUR SAINTS won the Sundance Directing Award for Dito Montiel, and the Sundance Special Jury Prize for the ensemble performance. In 2010 Styler was nominated for a BAFTA for Duncan Jones’ multi-award winning MOON (2009). She has also produced award-winning documentaries, including MOVING THE MOUNTAIN (1995) directed by Michael Apted; A KIND OF CHILDHOOD (2002) directed by Catherine and Tareque Masud; THE SWEATBOX (2002); and the BBC co-production THE LOST ART OF ORATORY (2009).

In 2011, Styler formed Maven Pictures in partnership with Celine Rattray, and their credits so far
include GIRL MOST LIKELY (2012) starring Kristen Wiig; the award-winning FILTH (2013) starring James McAvoy; BLACK NATIVITY (2013) starring Forest Whitaker; 10,000 SAINTS starring Ethan Hawke and STILL ALICE starring Julianne Moore.

In 1989, along with her husband Sting, Styler started the Rainforest Foundation, an organization
devoted to protecting rainforests and their indigenous peoples. Her efforts over the years have aided in expanding the project over four continents. Since 1991 she has produced the charity’s regular benefit concert at New York’s Carnegie Hall, working with some of the world’s most exciting and talented artists across the range of musical fields, to date raising more than $35 million for its work.

As an Ambassador for UNICEF, Styler has raised $5million for their programs, and remains committed to working to improve the lives of impoverished and exploited children all over the world.

Styler’s charitable works for human rights and the environment have been recognized by many awardgiving bodies. She has also spoken publicly many times on environmental issues, including at the United Nations General Assembly on Climate Change in 2009 and the Sustainable Operations Summit in New York in 2012.
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