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SYNOPSIS

In “7 CHINESE BROTHERS”, Jason Schwartzman portrays Larry, an inebriated sad sack who rides a tide of booze onto the shores of an undiscriminating Quick-Lube. The only bright spot is probably his boss, Lupe (Eleanore Pienta).  Will Larry keep it together long enough to win the girl, provide for his French bulldog (Schwartzman’s real-life dog Arrow), laze about with his friend Major (TV on the Radio’s Tunde Adebimpe), and do his cantankerous grandmother (Olympia Dukakis) proud?



Q&A WITH DIRECTOR BOB BYINGTON

Q) Did you write the film with Jason Schwartzman in mind? 
Not specifically, the script was written in May of 2001 when Jason was like 20. But because Jason’s work has influenced me, in a way it’s safe to say I had him in mind when I wrote the film. I’d seen Rushmore enough to have him implanted as an archetype. And the script had Larry as a little more of a doormat than Jason decided to play him — a good instinct, which is mostly what Jason is comprised of --good instincts. Jason thought he ought to fight back a bit more here and there, and it livened up the material. 

Jason’s Larry floats through life -- when the film opens with him getting fired from his restaurant job, you get the impression it's not the first time. How did you strike the balance of creating a character that is so aimless, and yet, so innately likable? 

Larry does seem to slightly gain in ambition as the film goes along, but yes, may appear to be aimless in the first act. Larry being likable really has everything to do with casting. 

Q) Does the film find Larry at somewhat of a crossroads? 
One of the things I discovered the script was about after it was done was telling the truth, and in a way yes, Larry’s been getting by on half-truths and untruths for a while, and the crossroads he may find himself at has something to do with what may happen to you once you begin telling the truth. Most of the people in my life are better at it than I am, or have a natural aptitude for truth telling that I’m not sure I was assigned at birth. 

In addition to Arrow, of course, the film also boasts quite an ensemble cast -- Tunde Adebimpe and Olympia Dukakis, to name a few. Can you discuss the casting process? 

Tunde I met many years ago when I was trying to get the film made, and I just liked him a lot, he has a quality —he sat down with me at a diner and had the part right away. You meet some people and you just want them in the movie, and you don’t need to audition them, and auditioning is a disservice to someone who is more of an artist and a performer than an actor. Olympia, who is of course the very personification of the word actor — read the script and felt the part wasn’t big enough for her, so I went and talked to her and we convinced her to help us — one thing I still wish is that her part was a little bigger. She has a wit like no one I’ve encountered. 

Then we got great day players like Stephen Root, Alex Ross Perry and Alex Karpovsky, all of whom were attracted to the project by the idea of working with Jason Schwartzman. If you’re casting a movie and you can get someone like Jason to be in it (and there are few like him), it makes getting the rest of the cast a lot easier. I’d seen Eleanore Pienta in a movie called See You Next Tuesday and felt she had the goods, only needing for her to meet Jason to confirm. Last but not least my friends Jonathan Togo and John Gatins paired up to play the Rosencrantz and Guildenstern characters, and they were perfect. Gatins, who wrote FLIGHT, is an “A” list screenwriter who considers himself an actor first, and Togo is someone I always want to put in movies bc he’s so talented. 

Q) Are your films firmly scripted, or are you receptive to actor improvisations, etc.? 
We tend to both execute scripted material and attempt to execute improvised material... Jason came in two weeks before we started shooting and had a big impact on shaping what had been a pretty tightly scripted part. He’s not going to do the movie if there’s nothing for him to work with, but then he brings a lot to it and you end up using a lot of his ideas. Jason asks a lot of questions in the prep and very few during production. He is an embarrassment of riches when it comes to ideas. 

The most improvised-feeling scene, with Alex Ross Perry, is scripted, but the chemistry the two of them had is nothing you could really plan on. That said, getting Alex to come in for a day and do it, as difficult as it was, really eliminated something like 95% of the work I would need to do on set. 

Q) Jason's French Bulldog Arrow more or less plays himself in the film -- can you talk about the decision to cast him?
The part was originally written for a German Shepherd and there was one scene in particular that called for a menacing dog, meant to protect Jason's character (Larry). We met with a few dogs and dog owners and we were making some progress when Jason suggested we meet his dog Arrow. 

I was originally skeptical, because I had it in my mind to get at the very least a menacing breed, and I knew that French Bulldogs were rarely much in the way of a threat. But I was just getting to know Jason and he was being fairly suggestive about meeting Arrow which, as far as I could tell, wasn't really in Jason's nature. He sort of said, hey, it's probably a good idea for you to meet my dog. This was after Jason had pretty much always demurred and deferred to me about casting, preferring to stay out of the way. 

When I met Arrow a lot of this cleared up; he got the part 1/2 second after I saw him, I'd never met anyone like him. Arrow has unique presence and as much charisma as Helen Mirren. We went on to discover, in working with him, that he seemed to know when we were shooting and when we weren't, and even when he looked at the camera, it somehow didn't ruin the take. Because he has a loud rumbling noise coming out of him a lot of the time, we did have to send him outside once when Larry was supposed to be on the phone. 

Ingmar Bergman was famously to have said don't work with dogs or kids, but would have changed this edict had he met our Arrow.

Q) What did you shoot on? 
We used one of the newer Canon cameras, they're great. 

Q) Since your film is making its world premiere at SXSW, it seems only fitting - to what degree does the city of Austin play a role in 7 CHINESE BROTHERS? 
Austin opened its doors to our production, as usual, which we owe to an Austin film culture that’s been around since the late 80’s and Richard Linklater’s SLACKER. Because Jason is in the lead we will cast a wider net, but this is first and foremost an Austin film.


ABOUT THE CAST

Jason Schwartzman (Kurt)
Jason Schwartzman made his motion picture acting debut for Wes Anderson, starring opposite Bill Murray as Max Fischer in the acclaimed comedy, “Rushmore.” Since that auspicious debut, he has continued to collaborate with Anderson on “The Darjeeling Limited” (which the pair wrote with Roman Coppola); the short film “Hotel Chevalier”; his animated feature, “Fantastic Mr. Fox” (for which he contributed his vocal talents); “Moonrise Kingdom”, which set a new record at the specialty box for best limited indie debut of all time, and, “The Grand Budapest Hotel,” which won the 2015 Golden Globe for best comedy or musical.

Schwartzman recently starred in Tribeca Film’s dark comedy “Listen Up Philip,” co-starring Elisabeth Moss and Krysten Ritter and directed by Alex Ross Perry. Schwartzman co-stars Amy Adams and Christoph Waltz in the anticipated Tim Burton biographical drama “Big Eyes.”

His other movie credits include Judd Apatow’s “Funny People”; Edgar Wright’s “Scott Pilgrim vs. the World”; Sofia Coppola’s “Marie Antoinette” alongside Kirsten Dunst AND David O. Russell’s “I Heart Huckabees” to name a few.

The Los Angeles native serves as a co-creator/executive producer and writer of the new amazon series, “Mozart in the Jungle” which stars Gael Garcia Bernal, Malcom McDowell and Saffron Burrows, which is set in the cutthroat world of the New York Philharmonic. Jason also starred for three seasons as Jonathan Ames on HBO’s acclaimed, Brooklyn based series, “Bored to Death,” which also starred Ted Danson and Zach Galifianakis.

Olympia Dukakis (Grandma)
Broadway: Rose (Drama Desk Award Nominee), Social Security, Who's Who in Hell, The Aspern Papers. London: Rose (Royal National Theatre), Credible Witness (Royal Court). Off-Broadway: The Milktrain Doesn’t Stop Here Anymore, The Tempest, Mother Courage and Her Children, Singing Forest, The Marriage of Bette and Boo (Obie Award), Curse of the Starving Class, Titus Andronicus, A Man’s a Man (Obie Award), Rose Tattoo, Three Sisters, The Cherry Orchard, The Seagull, Electra, Hecuba, and Peer Gynt. She is an Academy Award winner for her performance in Moonstruck, a role that also earned her a Golden Globe Award, American Comedy Award, and the Los Angeles Film Critics Award for Best Supporting Actress. She has appeared in more than 60 feature and short films, including 7 Chinese Brothers, Cloudburst, Mr. Holland’s Opus, Steel Magnolias, Dad, Look Who’s Talking I, II & III, Mighty Aphrodite, Jeffrey, Away From Her, among many others. Television: Big Driver, Sex & Violence, Forgive Me, Bored to Death, Last of the Blond Bombshells, Sinatra (Golden Globe Nominee), Joan of Arc (Emmy Nominee), Tales of the City, More Tales of the City (Emmy Nominee), and Further Tales of the City, among more than 40 others. She has performed in over 130 productions Off-Broadway and regionally at theatres including the Public Theater, A.C.T., Shakespeare in the Park, Shakespeare & Co., and the Williamstown Theatre Festival, where she also served as Associate Director. Founding member and Producing Artistic Director of the Whole Theatre in Montclair, NJ for 19 years; also a founding member of the Actor’s Company and the Charles Playhouse, both in Boston. She continues to teach acting at NYU and teach master classes for professional theatre companies, colleges, and universities across the country. She has received Lifetime Achievement Awards from the Greek America Foundation and the Elliot Norton Awards, was bestowed the National Arts Club Medal of Honor and her star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame was placed in 2013.

Eleanore Pienta (Lupe)
Eleanore Pienta is a performer based in New York City who creates characters and explores them through video as well as on-stage.  Mona, the central character appearing in the film SEE YOU NEXT TUESDAY (London Film Festival; Indie Memphis Film Festival - Special Jury Prize for Outstanding Performance) was based off an original character she created.  You can see her perform regularly with her dance comedy troupe, Cocoon Central Dance Team.

Tunde Adebimpe (Major Norwood)
Tunde Adebimpe is an actor, musician, director and visual artist, perhaps best known as the lead singer of the band TV On the Radio. He has appeared in films including Rachel Getting Married and Jump Tomorrow and made a cameo as himself on Portlandia. Most recently, he was featured in Sebastian Silva’s Nasty Baby which premiered at Sundance in 2015.


ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

Bob Byington (Director)
Bob Byington is an actor and director living in Austin, he is most noted for his films RSO [Registered Sex Offender) and Harmony and Me, along with Somebody Up There Likes Me, which won The Special Jury Prize at the 2012 Locarno Film Festival.

Christos Konstantakopoulos (Executive Producer)
Christos joined the film world in 2008, when he started Faliro House Productions. Since then, Faliro House has been involved in more than 30 feature films, including 7 Chinese Brothers (2015) by Bob Byington, Knight Of Cups (2015) by Terrence Malick, Queen Of Earth (2015) by Alex Ross Perry, Love Is Strange (2014) by Ira Sachs, Before Midnight (2013) by Richard Linklater, Stratos (2014) by Yannis Economides, Listen Up Philip (2014) by Alex Ross Perry, Only Lovers Left Alive (2013) by Jim Jarmusch, Miss Violence (2013) by Alexandros Avranas, Somebody Up There Likes Me (2012) by Bob Byignton, L (2012) by Babis Makridis, Attenberg (2011) by Athina Rachel Tsangari, Alps (2011) by Giorgos Lanthimos and Take Shelter (2011) by Jeff Nichols. 

In post-production, among others are Untitled Malick Project V by Terrence Malick, Midnight Special by Jeff Nichols, The Lobster by Yorgos Lanthimos and Chevalier by Athina Rachel Tsangari.

Seana Flanagan (Producer)
Seana Flanagan is a commercial and film producer born and raised in Austin, TX.

Nancy Schafer (Producer)
Nancy Schafer is a producer who works in independent film. She is the Executive Producer of the documentary The Battered Bastards of Baseball (Sundance 2014) and Producer of the narrative film 7 Chinese Brothers (SXSW 2015). She is the Executive Producer of the forthcoming documentaries American (ESP)ionage and Frame by Frame (SXSW 2015) as well as the Producer on two feature films in development, Glass and Dead End. 

Schafer worked at and ran the Tribeca Film Festival from inception until July 2012, a period of 11 years. She was the Executive Director of Tribeca Film Festival (TFF) and the Executive Vice President of Tribeca Enterprises (TE). Through TE she began and ran Tribeca Film, Tribeca’s film distribution company. As a consultant Schafer continues to work with Tribeca as well as other established and start-up film businesses and filmmakers. 

Prior to joining Tribeca, she created and ran the South by Southwest Film Festival (SXSW Film) in Austin, Texas for eight years.  Along with her festival experience, Schafer has worked on several films including two from director John Sayles (Sunshine State, Limbo) and began her film production career on The Return of the Texas Chainsaw Massacre. Schafer lives in Manhattan




Molly Christie Benson (Producer)
Molly Christie Benson is an Executive Producer at several multiple platform production companies and produces everything from TV promos to independent films. Since beginning her career at The Telluride Film festival, Molly is inspired by stories and is considered a creative producer with a high visual aptitude. Her practiced knowledge of taking a story from paper to post production has made her a fan favorite of directors, actors and producers.

Molly has produced the movies 7 Chinese Brothers, starring Jason Schwartzman and Olympia Dukakis; It’s a Disaster, starring David Cross, Julia Stiles and America Ferrara; Tuna, starring Louis CK, David Krumholtz and Nick Offerman; and How Did It Feel?, starring Blair Underwood. She’s worked closely with the filmmakers Mark Pellington, Peter O’Fallon, and Glenn Lazzaro, and is a longstanding DGA member.

Chris Baio (Composer)
Chris Baio is an electronic musician and DJ in addition to playing bass in the Grammy-winning band Vampire Weekend. He has released EPs on the respected dance labels Greco-Roman, Future Classic & Modular and in 2015 will be releasing his debut solo album.  7 Chinese Brothers is his second collaboration with Bob Byington.

Leah Marino (Editor)
Leah Marino makes her home in Austin, TX where she has been editing documentary films for 20 years.  She is currently editing Southwest of Salem: The Story of the San Antonio Four about four young women who languished for 15 years in prison wrongly accused of sex crimes that attorneys and advocates believe never happened.  She recently worked on Robert Byington’s 7 Chinese Brothers, starring Jason Schwartzman, her first venture into fiction film editing that will premier at SXSW 2015. Marino edited, Above All Else, about one man’s struggle against the Keystone XL pipeline, which premiered at SXSW 2014 and won Best North American documentary at Global Visions Festival in Alberta, Canada.  Previously she completed Ramona Diaz’s Don’t Stop Believin’: Everyman’s Journey, her third collaboration with Diaz, which premiered at Tribeca Film Festival and won the Independent Lens Audience Award.  Previous editing projects with Diaz have been shown in festivals and won awards around the world, including The Learning, a story of Filipino teachers recruited to work in inner city Baltimore and Imelda, about the notorious dictator’s wife (premiered Sundance, 2004). Marino also completed Bradley Beesley’s The Creek Runs Red, which aired on Independent Lens in 2007.  Her work includes projects about racecar drivers, super fund sites, revolutions and civil rights movements.  She enjoys helping each film to realize it’s unique story and purpose in the larger world.  She received a filmmaking degree from Boston University in 1992. 

Jake Kykendall (Production Designer)
Jake Kuykendall began his film career in the art department of David Gordon Green's "Joe" and has since contributed to Green's "Manglehorn" and "Our Brand is Crisis", as well as Jared Hess' "Don Verdean". He has also created original artwork for a variety of commercials – including spots for Apple, Ford, Microsoft, and Old Navy. As a production designer, Jake's credits include Bob Byington's "7 Chinese Brothers", Anna Axter's "A Country Called Home", and Chris McInroy's "Bad Guy #2". 

Adam Ginsberg (Director of Photography)
Adam Ginsberg is a sometimes director of photography and editor. Among his most recent credits are the films RED FLAG, MARVIN SETH AND STANLEY, STINKING HEAVEN, and TIRED MOONLIGHT (Slamdance Jury Award Winner, New Directors/New Films) as well as the upcoming 7 CHINESE BROTHERS. He shot Dustin Guy Defa’s award-winning short film, PERSON TO PERSON (Sundance, Berlinale, New Directors/New Films).

Chris Baio (Composer)
Chris Baio is an electronic musician and DJ in addition to playing
bass in the Grammy-winning band Vampire Weekend. He has released EPs on the respected dance labels Greco-Roman, Future Classic & Modular and in 2015 will be releasing his debut solo album.  7 Chinese Brothers is his second collaboration with Bob Byington.

Lauren Marie Mikus (Music Supervisor)
Lauren Marie Mikus graduated from the City University of New York - Hunter College.  Upon her return to Texas she worked as the assistant to Producer Nicolas Gonda on the The Tree of Life where she honed her interest in music supervision through her role on the film as Music Coordinator.  She assumed the role of Music Supervisor for Mr. Malick's next three films, To The Wonder, The Knight of Cups, and Weightless in addition to working on many other notable projects including Bob Byington's Somebody Up There Likes Me, A.J Edwards' The Better Angels, and Kat Chandler's Hellion.

Lauren now lives in LA where she continues to work as a Music Supervisor for all forms of media.  She is also a musician and singer/guitarist in her band Gal Pals, also based in LA.
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Kaminsky
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DIT
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Script Supervisor
Brett Hamann

Production Sound Mixer
Greg Armstrong
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Valerie Malone
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Danny Sutedja

Sound Re-recording Mixer
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Curtis Henderson
Bradley Murphy
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Digital Intermediate & VFX by Harbor Picture Company

Colorist
Joe Gawler

Senior DI Producer
Molle DeBartolo

Confirm Artist
Christian Farfán

DI Assist
Dylan Ball

DI Coordinator
Justin Scutieri

VFX Artist
Michael Glen

Titles and Credit Design
Susan LaMarca
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MUSIC SCROLL (waiting on credits from Lauren)

Original Music Performed by

Cello
Sara Nelson

Violin
Tracy Seeger

Harp
Delaine Fedson

Vocals
Erika Wennerstrom

Music Recording and Mix Engineer
Chris Keyland

Music Supervisor
Lauren Marie Mikus

SONGS
“Since You’re Gone”
Written by Ric Ocasek
Performed by The Cars
Published by Universal Music Publishing Group
Courtesy of Elektra Entertainment Group
By arrangement with Warner Music Group Film & TV Licensing

“Bye Bye Love”
Written by Ric Ocasek
Performed by The Cars
Published by Universal Music Publishing Group
Courtesy of Elektra Entertainment Group
By arrangement with Warner Music Group Film & TV Licensing

“Best Of Jill Hives”
Written by Robert Pollard
Performed by Guided by Voices
Published by Needmore Songs (BMI)
Courtesy of Matador Records

"Tell It True"
Written by Joyce Falker
Performed by Kathy Heideman
Courtesy of The Numero Group
By arrangement with Bank Robber Music

“Diane Young”
Written by Vampire Weekend
Performed by Vampire Weekend
Courtesy of XL Recordings
By Arrangement with Beggars Group Media Limited

“Don’t Lie to Me”
Written by Alex Chilton
Performed by Big Star
Published by Universal Music Publishing Group
Courtesy of Ardent Records

“Seven Chinese Brothers”
Written by Michael Stipe
Performed by R.E.M.
Published by Warner Music Group
Courtesy of Universal Records


Script Clearance Research
IndieClear, Carol Compton

Production Insurance
Film Emporium Inc.

Production Payroll Service
Media Services

Production Legal Service
Franklin, Weinrib, Rudell & Vassallo, P.C.
Steven C. Beer
Julie Angell

Camera and Lenses Furnished by
MPS Austin

Lighting & Grip Equipment Provided
Aduro Film Inc

No animals were harmed in the making of this film.
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Filmed on location in Austin, TX.
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