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Logline
An expert on cults is hired by a mother and father to kidnap and deprogram their brainwashed daughter, but he comes to suspect the parents may be more destructive than the cult.

Synopsis
Claire (Mary Elizabeth Winstead) is under the grip of a mysterious cult called Faults. Desperate to be reunited with their daughter, Claire’s parents set out to recruit Ansel Roth (Leland Orser), one of the world’s foremost authorities on cults and mind control. But Ansel’s specialty, deprogramming cult members and returning them to their families, is not an exact science, and a series of financial setbacks has left him in debt to his manager. 

Ansel warns Claire’s parents that his deprogramming methods are risky and expensive, but they agree to hire him to kidnap and deprogram their daughter. Claire quickly reveals herself to be a formidable challenge. Her belief is unshakeable and her logic is undeniable.  A battle of wits develops between the two as they delve deeper and deeper into each other’s minds.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:jennylawhorn:Desktop:Stearns.jpeg]I'm completely fascinated by the fact that a perfectly happy and healthy person can be brainwashed and controlled by another person. For this reason I've always been drawn towards the world of cults. Oddly, the impetus of my interest in cults came from watching an episode of COPS when I was a kid. Police were called to a motel where a family was conducting an intervention for a young woman who had been brainwashed by a cult-like group. To my surprise it ended with the frightened girl being left in the parent's custody and the officers shaking her "kidnappers" hands. I later found out that she was being deprogrammed. That image has always stuck with me.
In the 70s and 80s there was a cult scare of sorts that swept the country. To combat the mind control tactics utilized by the leaders of these groups the flawed practice of deprogramming was developed in which people would forcibly remove a cult member from a group and attempt to "de-brainwash" them. In many cases, the people who did the deprogramming lacked any formal training or schooling and as a result some did more harm than good. Deprogramming is so outside the norm, most people knowing nothing about it, that I felt like it would make a unique setting for a story. In turn, the inherent ridiculousness of a person being paid to kidnap an adult, sometimes in broad daylight, then take them to a secluded location to reverse the mind control effects of a cult helped inform the darkly comedic tone of the film. 
I wrote the screenplay for FAULTS in February of 2013 after sitting with the story for almost a year. With the team of Snoot Entertainment onboard we set about finding the deprogrammer of our story, Ansel Roth. The challenge with Ansel is that even though his actions are self-serving he has to still be likable. He needs a sense of comic timing that can switch on a dime to raw intensity, sometimes in the same scene. While filming THE GUEST my producers sent me a picture of Leland Orser with the simple message, "Ansel?" Leland is one of those actors who even if you don't know his name you know his work. He is the epitome of a scene-stealer. I asked myself what happens when you cast a scene-stealer as the lead? The answer is Leland's jaw-dropping performance in FAULTS. I literally could not have done this film without Leland and I'm so excited for people to see what he does in the role.
I'd known for years that if I ever got the chance to make a feature I'd be casting my wife, Mary Elizabeth Winstead, in one of the roles. In the indie world, especially being in the position of making my first feature, I find it helpful to not write for a specific actor because the likelihood of them actually doing it is minimal. But for the role of Claire I was lucky enough to not only be able to write it for a specific person but that specific person just so happens to be my favorite actor. Our short hand on set meant I sometimes didn't even have to actually say anything because Mary already knew what I was thinking. It doesn't feel like directing when I'm working with her and to be honest that's the best feeling possible.
I want audiences to meet characters they've never met and feel like they care about these characters even if they technically shouldn't. I want to subvert their expectations from the first scene and have them not wanting to leave the world of the film when the credits roll. I promise you this: you haven't seen a film like FAULTS. Are you ready to be deprogrammed?
--Riley Stearns, January 2014




ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

Riley Stearns, Writer and Director
Originally from Austin, Riley Stearns began his professional career in 2010 as a staff writer for Cartoon Network’s TOWER PREP. The following year he wrote and directed the horror short MAGNIFICAT starring Mary Elizabeth Winstead and Stephen Toblowsky. In 2013 his short film THE CUB screened at the Sundance Film Festival and went on premiere online as part of VICE’s short film series “I’m Short Not Stupid” and was chosen as one of the best shorts of the year on the 2013 Viewfinder List. Stearns’ script for FAULTS was voted into the top ten on the annual Black List, a list of the best unproduced screenplays. The film was shot in the fall of 2013 and starts Leland Orser and Mary Elizabeth Winstead. FAULTS is Stearns’ first feature. 

Keith Calder and Jessica Calder, Producers
[bookmark: _GoBack] Snoot Entertainment is a motion picture production company founded by Keith Calder and Jessica Calder in February 2004 to develop, finance and produce entertaining independent films across all genres. 








ABOUT THE CAST

Leland Orser (Ansel Roth)
Leland Orser first came to prominence in David Fincher’s SE7EN with Morgan Freeman and Brad Pitt. He has gone on to give memorable performances in one great film after another: ALIEN RESURRECTION with Jean Pierre Jeunet and Sigourney Weaver; SAVING PRIVATE RYAN with Steven Spielberg and Tom Hanks; THE BONE COLLECTOR with Philip Noyce alongside Denzel Washington and Angelina Jolie; VERY BAD THINGS directed by Peter Berg, with Jon Favreau, Jeremy Piven and Cameron Diaz; TWISTED directed by Philip Kauffman with Ashley Judd and Samuel L. Jackson; THE GOOD GERMAN with Steven Soderbergh, George Clooney and Cate Blanchett; and  the TAKEN series with Pierre Morel, Olivier Megaton and Liam Neeson.  Orser is currently filming Rupert Waytt’s THE GAMBLER for Paramount opposite Mark Wahlberg. He can soon be seen in the psychological thriller THE GUEST, which premiered at Sundance, and Riley Stearns’ dark comedy FAULTS which will have its world premiere at the SXSW film festival this month.
Other film credits include RUNAWAY JURY, PEARL HARBOR, ESCAPE FROM L.A., EXCESS BAGGAGE, RESURRECTION, DAREDEVIL with Ben Affleck and Jennifer Garner, and CONFIDENCE with Ed Burns and Rachel Weisz.
On television, Orser most recently appeared in ‘Magic City,’ ‘Revolution,’ ‘Touch’, and ‘Scandal’.  He appeared for the final five years of NBC’s ‘E.R’ as Dr. Lucien Dubenko and regularly on Fox’s ‘24’.
Orser wrote and directed the feature film MORNING which was released by Anchor Bay in theaters last fall. He stars in the film alongside Jeanne Tripplehorn, Laura Linney, Kyle Chandler and Elliott Gould. MORNING is now available on iTunes.

Mary Elizabeth Winstead  (Claire) 
Mary Elizabeth Winstead’s recent credits include ALEX OF VENICE (2014), KILL THE MESSENGER (2014), THE SPECTACULAR NOW (2013), SMASHED (2012) and SCOTT PILGRIM VS. THE WORLD (2010). She began her career in performing arts at a young age in Salt Lake City, Utah. Mary’s exceptional talent in dancing and acting earned her the opportunity to study dance at the prestigious Joffrey Ballet School in New York City.  Soon after, she was appearing on Broadway and singing in the International Children’s Choir.  Over years of hard work, Mary’s passion for the performing arts has blossomed into a successful career in Hollywood’s competitive film and television industry.  Her notable film roles include SKY HIGH (2005), FINAL DESTINATION 3 (2006), THE RING TWO (2005) and the horror remake, BLACK CHRISTMAS (2006). 



Beth Grant (Evelyn)
One of Hollywood's most recognizable faces, Beth Grant has starred in over seventy feature films including Academy Award winning LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (2006).  Other film credits include BAD WORDS (2013), AS I LAY DYING (2013), CRAZY HEART (2009), NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (2007),  ROCK STAR (2001), THE ROOKIE (2002), MATCHSTICK MEN (2003), RAIN MAN (1988),  TO WONG FOO THANKS FOR EVERYTHING, JULIE NEWMAR (1995), and SPEED (1994). She has been a regular or recurred on many television shows including The Mindy Project (2012), The Office (2008), Malcolm in the Middle (2000), King of the Hill (1997), Yes, Dear (2000), Everwood (2002), Delta (1992) and Wonderfalls (2004).

Grant is a recipient of The Los Angeles Drama Critics Award and The L.A. Stage Alliance Award and The Backstage West Garlan Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role for Del Shores' "The Trials and Tribulations of a Trailer Trash Housewife".

Chris Ellis (Paul)
Chris Ellis, a native of Dallas, Texas, is an actor, known for THE DARK KNIGHT RISES (2012), CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (2002) and ARMAGEDDON (1998).

Lance Reddick (Mick)
Baltimore native Lance Reddick is known for his memorable roles in dozens of television and film productions, including AMERICAN HORROR STORY (2014) FRINGE (2008), THE WIRE (2002), JOHN WICK (2014), and  WHITE HOUSE DOWN (2013).

Jon Gries (Terry)
Jon Gries’s acting credits include TAKEN (2008), NAPOLEON DYNAMITE (2004), MEN IN BLACK (1997) and the television series THE BRIDGE (2013) and LOST (2007).










CREDITS
Cast
ANSEL	Leland Orser
CLAIRE	Mary Elizabeth Winstead
PAUL	Chris Ellis
MICK	Lance Reddick
TERRY	Jon Gries
RAYMOND	Leonard Earl Howze
JAMES	Nicholas Tucci
EVELYN	Beth Grant
MANAGER	David Zellner
CONCIERGE	Davey Johnson
JENNIFER	Kellie Matteson
PERKY WAITRESS	Shira Weitz
WAITER	David Chandler
MANAGER	David Zellner
HOTEL GUEST	Suzanne Altfeld
CONCIERGE	Davey Johnson
HOUSEKEEPING	Virgina Montero
MAN IN AUDIENCE	AJ Bowen
PERKY WAITRESS	Shira Weitz
PHOTO STUDIO CUSTOMER	Suzan Averitt

Crew

           Writer/Director	Riley Stearns
Producer	Keith Calder
Producer	Jessica Calder
Producer	Mary Elizabeth Winsted
Executive Producer	Brian Joe
Co-Producer	Roxanne Benjamin
Co-Producer	Chris Harding
Unit Production Manager	Michael McGuire
Director of Photography	Michael Ragen
Production Designer	James Pearse Connelly
Edited by			          Sarah Beth Shapiro
Costume Designer 		          Emily Batson
Music by			          Heather McIntosh
Casting by	Courtney Bright & Nicole Daniels
Stunt Coordinators	Clayton Barber
	Mark Chadwick
	Tim Connolly

1st Assistant Director	Andrew Spieler 	 
2nd Assistant Director	Julie McCoy
 	 
1st Assistant Camera	Mike Valentine
2nd Assistant Camera	Alicia Fischmeister
 	Aaron M. Smith
Steadicam Operator	Michael Wilson
 	 
Art Director	Kirsten Larsen
Prop Master	Kyle Doll
Set Dresser	Leah Mann	 
Assistant Costume Designer	Elizabeth Warn
Additional Costumer	Nicole Hurstell
Costume Intern	Angelina Vitto
Department Head Makeup	Galaxy San Juan
Makeup & Hair Assistants	Chelsea Orduno
 	Roberta Inez
Production Coordinator	Irina Popov
Script Supervisor	Cristina Fanti 
Production Accountant	 Eden Yamzon 
Production Sound Mixer                   Josh Bissett
Boom Operators		         Charles Stroh
	Chris "Iceman" Hall
 	Tareek Young 
Gaffer	Connor O'Brien
Best Boy Electric	Kevin Miller
Set Electricians	Josh Atkin
 	Jesse Cairnie
 	Andrew Shankweiler
 	 
Key Grip	Dillon Schneider
Best Boy Grip	Mher Keshishian
Best Boy Grip	Zander Kroon
Company Grips	Erick Vizcaino
 	Frank Garbutt
 	Delaney Teichler
 	W. Andrew Gorrell
 	Nate Sorensen
 	Phillip Jackson
 	Zachary Zeidman
 	Mike Swiatek
 	 
Post Production Supervisor	Chris Harding
Extras Casting Director	Dina Buglioni
Location Manager	Jared Parsons
Special Effects Coord. 	Frank Ceglia
2nd 2nd Assistant Director	Thom Newell 
Talent Assistant	Leslie Murphy 
Studio Teacher	Jeff Raines 	 
Visual Effects Supervisor	Dimitri Loginowski	 	 
Cello, Marxophone, 		
Percussion and	Heather McIntosh
Electronics	

Violin and Viola	Tom Lea
Electric Guitar	Dave Moylan
Percussion	Dylan Ryan
Engineering and Mix	Heather McIntosh
 	Griffin Rodriguez
 	 
Supervising Sound Editor	Andy Hay, CAS	 
Dialogue Editor	Jesse Pomeroy	 
Supervising Sound 	Jeffrey A. Pitts
Effects Editor	
Sound Effects Editor	Dan Kremer
Sound Designer	Jeffrey A. Pitts
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