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LOGLINE

Set in the future when water is hard to find, a teenage boy sets out to protect his family and survive.



SYNOPSIS

Set in a near future when water has become the most precious and dwindling resource on the planet, one that dictates everything from the macro of political policy to the detailed micro of interpersonal family and romantic relationships. The land has withered into something wretched. The dust has settled on a lonely, barren planet. The hardened survivors of the loss of Earth's precious resources scrape and struggle. Ernest Holm (Michael Shannon) lives on this harsh frontier with his children, Jerome (Kodi Smit-McPhee) and Mary (Elle Fanning). He defends his farm from bandits, works the supply routes, and hopes to rejuvenate the soil. But Mary's boyfriend, Flem Lever (Nicholas Hoult), has grander designs. He wants Ernest's land for himself, and will go to any length to get it. 

From writer/director Jake Paltrow comes a futuristic western, told in three chapters, which inventively layers Greek tragedy over an ethereal narrative that's steeped deeply in the values of the American West.
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FILMMAKER BIOGRAPHIES

JAKE PALTROW (Writer/Director/Producer)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jake Paltrow started his career in motion pictures as a set production assistant on the television series Homicide: Life on the street. His first achievements as a writer/director came in 1995 with the short film “An Eviction Notice”, which screened at Sundance in 1996. On the heels of this, he began directing television (NYPD Blue). In 2007 he made his feature film debut with The Good Night starring his sister Gwyneth, Penelope Cruz, Danny DeVito and Simon Pegg, which had its world premier at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival where it was sold to Sony Pictures and The Yari Film Group. It also screened at 2007 Karlovy Vary Film Festival with Danny DeVito was awarded the Crystal Globe. In 2008 he was nominated for an EMMY AWARD for his short film commissioned by The New York Times Magazine entitled The First Ones. He has most recently directed HBO’s “Boardwalk Empire”.


TRISTAN ORPEN LYNCH (Producer)
Since establishing Subotica in 1998, Tristan Orpen Lynch has produced numerous films and television series / documentaries.

Most recently, Tristan has produced futuristic thriller YOUNG ONES (2014), written and directed by Jake Paltrow and staring Michael Shannon, Nicholas Hoult, Elle Fanning and Kodi Smit-McPhee, MISS JULIE (2014), written and directed by Liv Ullmann, staring Jessica Chastain, Colin Farrell and Samantha Morton, GOLD (2014) written and directed by Niall Heery and staring James Nesbitt, David Wilmot, Kerry Condon and Maisie Williams, and ALL IS BY MY SIDE (2013), written and directed by John Ridley (writer; 12 years a Slave), staring André Benjamin, Imogen Poots and Hayley Atwell, which premiered at Toronto International Film Festival 2013.

MICHAEL AURET (Producer)
A lawyer and enterprising executive, financier and producer, Michael runs Spier Films which produces films from offices in London , Cape Town and Reykjavik. In the past year he financed or produced 5 films including Jake Paltrow’s “Young Ones” starring Michael Shannon and Nicholas Hoult, Kristian Levring’s “The Salvation” starring Mads Mikkelsen and Eva Green, “Khumba” an animated film starring Liam Neeson ,and Steve Buscemi, “The Price of Sugar” directed be Jean Van Der Velde - Opening Film of the Netherlands Film Festival and finally the South African film “Of Good Report” which opened in Toronto and was in competition at the London Film Festival. 

Michael established the Spier Film Fund in 2010 which has provided equity, pre-sales and tax credit finance to a variety of films shot in South Africa. Films he has produced and financed have played in Berlin, Toronto, Sundance and other festivals while also selling in multiple territories. 

Prior to producing Michael was the Festival Director of The Cape Town World Cinema Festival and prior to that ran a variety of media companies.
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CAST BIOGRAPHIES


MICHAEL SHANNON (Ernest Holm)
Academy® Award nominee Michael Shannon is making his mark working with many of the industry's most honored talents, and treading the boards in the world's most respected theatres.
 
In 2014, Shannon began work on the fourth season of the HBO series, “Boardwalk Empire,” co-starring Steve Buscemi and Kelly Macdonald. Based on Nelson Johnson's book of the same name, the series centers on an Atlantic City liquor distribution ring at the onset of Prohibition. In the series, Shannon portrays Nelson Van Alden,' a former agent with the Treasury Department. The show won a 2011 Golden Globe award for Best Television Series - Drama as well as 2011 and 2012 Screen Actors Guild awards for Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series. In addition, it was nominated for Emmy® awards for Outstanding Drama Series in 2011 and 2012, and won a 2013 Golden Globe Award for Best Television Series  Drama.
 
Shannon recently starred in Zack Snyder's highly anticipated Superman reboot, “Man of Steel,” starring as General Zod' opposite Henry Cavill and Amy Adams. The film, released June 14, 2013, has earned over $660 million worldwide and broke numerous box office records. Shannon also recently starred in Ariel Vromen's “The Iceman,” opposite Chris Evans, Winona Ryder and Ray Liotta. Based on a true story, the film follows a mob contract-killer and family-man, Richard Kuklinski' (Shannon). The film made its world premiere at the 2012 Venice Film Festival and its North American premiere at the 2012 Toronto International Film Festival. Shannon received rave reviews for his performance in the leading role. Prior to that, he appeared in Jeff Nichols' third feature film, “Mud,” opposite Matthew McConaughey, Reese Witherspoon, Sam Shepard, and Sarah Paulson.
 
Next up, Shannon will star opposite Andrew Garfield in “99 Homes,” an indie drama based on an original screenplay by Ramin Bahrani, who will also direct the film. The story centers on a young man (Garfield) who loses him home to foreclosure. In a desperate move to get his life back on track, he is forced to take a job for the broker (Shannon) who had profited from his misfortune, eventually being enticed into an illegal scheme to embezzle money from the government. 

He will also re-team with Nichols Hoult in 2014 for what is being described as a “sci-fi chase film,” tentatively titled “Midnight Special,” for Warner Bros.
 
Shannon wrapped production earlier in 2013 on “The Young Ones,” written and directed by Jake Paltrow. The sci-film film takes place in the near future, where water is a scarce commodity. Prior to this, Shannon completed lensing on John McNaughton's “The Harvest,” starring alongside Samantha Morton and Peter Fonda. The film is a psychological thriller that questions the lengths parents will go to, to save their only child.  Shannon portrays Richard, who has retired from his career as a nurse to care for his sick son.
 
In 2011, Shannon was seen starring in “Take Shelter,” in which he re-teamed with director Jeff Nichols and plays opposite Jessica Chastain and Shea Whigham. In the film, he plays a working-class husband and father who questions whether his terrifying dreams of an apocalyptic storm signal something real to come or the onset of an inherited mental illness he's feared his whole life. The film premiered at the 2011 Sundance Film Festival and won the Critics Week Grand Prize at the 2011 Cannes Film Festival. For his widely critically acclaimed performance, Shannon was nominated in the Best Actor category for a 2011 Film Independent Spirit Award. In his first collaboration with Jeff Nichols, Shannon starred as Son Hayes' in “Shotgun Stories”.
 
Most notably, Shannon made his mark in an Oscar®-nominated supporting role in “Revolutionary Road,” playing John Givings,' the psychologically troubled neighbor's son. Directed by Sam Mendes and adapted by Justin Haythe, the film stars Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate Winslet and Kathy Bates.
 
With over thirty roles in film, Shannon's credits include David Koepp's “Premium Rush”; Liza Johnson's "Return”; Marc Forster's “Machine Gun Preacher”; Floria Sigismondi's “The Runaways”; Werner Herzog's “My Son, My Son, What Have Ye Done” and “Bad Lieutenant”; Sydney Lumet's “Before the Devil Knows You're Dead”; Oliver Stone's “World Trade Center”; William Friedkin's “Bug”; Curtis Hanson's “Lucky You”; Michael Bay's “Bad Boys II”; Curtis Hanson's “8 Mile”; David McNally's “Kangaroo Jack”; Cameron Crowe's “Vanilla Sky”; Michael Bay's “Pearl Harbor”; John Waters' “Cecil B. DeMented”; Noah Buschel's “The Missing Person” and Shana Feste's “The Greatest.”
 
For all his roles on screen, Shannon maintains a connection to theatre. In summer 2013, he returned to Chicago to star opposite Guy Van Swearingen in Sam Shepard's "Simpatico" at A Red Orchid Theatre. In 2010, he led Craig Wright's off-Broadway play, “Mistakes Were Made”, at the Barrow Street Theater. Directed by Dexter Bullard, Shannon portrays Felix Artifex, a small time theatre producer, who gets in way over his fast-talking head when he takes on an epic about the French Revolution. The play received its world premiere at A Red Orchid Theatre in Chicago in 2009 with the same cast and director. The critically acclaimed production garnered numerous accolades for Shannon, including an Outstanding Lead Actor Lortel Award nomination, an Outstanding Actor in a Play Drama Desk Award nomination, an Outstanding Solo Performance Outer Critics Award nomination, and a Distinguished Performance Drama League Award nomination as well as a listing on TIME MAGAZINE's Top 10 Everything of 2010 (Top 10 Plays and Musicals).
 
In 2012, Shannon appeared opposite Paul Rudd, Ed Asner, and Kate Arrington in “Grace” at the Cort Theatre. For his portrayal of Sam, a distrustful and lonely computer genius who had recently lost his fiancé in a car accident, Shannon was nominated for a 2013 Distinguished Performance Drama League Award.
 
Additional theatre credits include “Uncle Vanya” (Soho Rep Theatre), “Our Town” (Barrow Street Theatre), “Lady” (Rattlestick Theatre), “The Metal Children” (Vineyard Theatre), “The Little Flower of East Orange” (Public Theatre), “The Pillowman” (Steppenwolf Theatre), “Bug” (Barrow Street Theatre, Red Orchid Theatre and Gate Theatre), “Man From Nebraska” (Steppenwolf Theatre), “Mr. Kolpert” (Red Orchid Theatre), “Killer Joe” (SoHo Playhouse, Next Lab Theatre and Vaudeville Theatre), “The Idiot” (Lookingglass Theatre), “The Killer” (Red Orchid Theatre), and “Woyzeck” (Gate Theatre).
 
Michael Shannon grew up in Lexington, Kentucky and began his professional stage career in Chicago, Illinois.



ELLE FANNING (Mary Holm)
Elle Fanning was most recently seen starring in Sally Potter’s film “Ginger and Rosa”. Elle plays the title character “Ginger” in a film that tells the story of two British teenagers growing up in 1960’s London. She stars opposite Annette Bening and Christina Hendricks.  The movie had its world premiere at the 2012 Teluride Film Festival and went on to have premieres at many other festivals including the Toronto International Film Festival and the London International Film Festival. For her performance in this film, Elle was nominated for a British Independent Film Award and for a Critics’ Choice Award.  

Elle will next be seen in the independent films “Low Down” and “Young Ones”, both of which had their world premieres at the 2014 Sundance Film Festival.  In Jeff Preiss’ “Low Down”, Elle stars opposite John Hawkes in a true story about jazz pianist Joe Albany told from his daughter’s point of view.  In Jake Paltrow’s “Young Ones”, Elle stars opposite Nicholas Hoult, Michael Shannon and Kodi Smit McPhee. This science fiction thriller is set in a future where water has become a precious commodity. 

In May 2014, Disney will release its tent pole film “Maleficent” with Angelina Jolie playing the title character and Elle playing “Princess Aurora.”

Elle made her feature film debut in 2001 at the young age of two when she co-starred as a “Young Lucy” in New Line Cinema’s “I Am Sam”.  Since then she has starred in more than 10 films and numerous episodes of television (“Criminal Minds”, “Dirty, Sexy Money”, “The Lost Room” miniseries and more).  After “I Am Sam”, she went on to co-star opposite Eddie Murphy in the family comedy “Daddy Day Care” for Revolution Studios.  In 2004, Elle appeared in Focus Films’ “The Door In The Floor” from director Tod Williams.  Elle starred as “Ruth Cole,” the daughter of Kim Basinger and Jeff Bridges. 
 
In 2005, Elle starred as the young “Sweetie Pie Thomas” in “Because of Winn-Dixie” with Cicely Tyson and Dave Matthews. 2006 was a busy year for Elle, appearing in two movies. The first was Paramount’s “Babel”, directed by Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu and starring Brad Pitt and Cate Blanchett. Next was Touchstone’s DÉJÀ VU, directed by Tony Scott and starring Denzel Washington.
 
In 2007, Elle filmed “Reservation Road” where she played “Emma Learner,” the daughter of Joaquin Phoenix.  Later that year, she filmed director John August’s “The Nines”.  In 2008, she played the young Cate Blanchett in Paramount and director David Fincher’s “The Curious Case of Benjamin Button” opposite Brad Pitt.
 
Also that year, Elle starred as “Phoebe Lichten” in the independent film “Phoebe in Wonderland” opposite Patricia Clarkson, Felicity Huffman and Bill Pullman.  The film had its world premiere at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival to rave reviews for its young star.  The movie tells the story of a nine year old girl who won’t, or cant, follow the rules as she struggles with Tourette’s Syndrome.
 
In 2010, Elle starred alongside Stephen Dorff in Sofia Coppola’s “Somewhere”.  It follows a father and his daughter as he is forced to re-examine his life due to her unexpected visit. The film won the 2010 Venice Film Festival’s Golden Lion Award. It was also named one of the top 10 independent films of the year by the National Board of Review. Elle was nominated for a Critics’ Choice Award for her performance in the film. And, she was named Female Actress of the Year by the Young Hollywood Awards.
 
In 2011 Elle starred in the blockbuster film “Super 8” for director J.J. Abrams and producer Steven Spielberg.  Set in 1979, the film follows a group of young friends after they witness a mysterious train crash in their small town.  For her performance as “Alice Dainard,” Elle was nominated for a Critic’s Choice Award and an MTV Movie Award.

Also in 2011, Elle starred in Francis Ford Coppola’s “Twixt”, which had its world premiere at the 2011 Toronto Film Festival.  Later that year, Elle was seen in Fox’s December release “We Bought A Zoo” for director Cameron Crowe. She stars opposite Matt Damon and Scarlett Johannson. Based on a bestselling book, the film is about a father who moves his young family to the countryside to renovate and re-open a struggling zoo.  
  
In addition to her film work, Elle is an ambassador to the United Nations’ Ending Hunger campaign. She resides in Los Angeles with her family.



NICHOLAS HOULT (Flem Lever)
Named one of Variety’s “10 Actors To Watch” in 2010, Hoult is best known for his work on the hugely successful TV series “Skins” in the UK and his breakout role in 2002 when he was only 11 years old in the film “About A Boy” opposite Hugh Grant where he played Marcus Brewer, a young boy who will do whatever he can to make his chronically depressed mother happy, even if it causes himself grief.

Hoult was recently seen as the character R in “Warm Bodies” which was distributed by Summit and released on February 1, 2013. Directed by Jonathan Levine, the film stars Dave Franco, Teresa Palmer, and Analeigh Tipton and follows the story of a zombie who becomes involved with the girlfriend of one of his victims. He was also recently seen in Bryan Singer’s “Jack The Giant Slayer” which was released on March 1, 2013 and stars Ewan McGregor, Bill Nighy, and Stanley Tucci. Hoult played Jack in this modern day fairy tale in which the long-standing peace between men and giants is threatened as a young farmer leads an expedition into the giants’ kingdom in hopes of rescuing a kidnapped princess. 

He will next be seen on “X-Men: Days Of Future Past” where he is set to reprise his role as Hank McCoy otherwise known in the film where the X-Men will travel in time to change a major historical event that could globally impact man and mutant kind. The film will release on May 23, 2014. He will also be seen in “Young Ones” directed by Jake Paltrow and also starring Elle Fanning and Michael Shannon. The film premiered at the 2014 Sundance Film Festival. 

Nicholas Hoult recently wrapped production on DARK PLACES directed by Gilles Paquet-Brenner. Also starring Chloe Grace Moretz and Charlize Theron, the film follows a woman who survived the killing of her family as a child and is forced to confront the events of that day by a secret society obsessed with solving notorious crimes. He also wrapped production on George Miller’s “Mad Max: Fury Road” where he portrays the character of Nux alongside Charlize Theron and Tom Hardy. The film will be distributed by Warner Bros and is scheduled to release in 2014. This film is the fourth instalment of the popular Mad Max film series.  

In 2011, Hoult was seen in Matthew Vaughn’s “X-Men: First Class” for Fox opposite James McAvoy, Michael Fassbender, Rose Byrne, Kevin Bacon and Oliver Platt.  Hoult played the young Hank McCoy in this film which took viewers back to when Professor X and Magneto were allies who had discovered their powers for the first time. In 2009, he was also seen in Tom Ford’s directorial debut “ A Single Man” opposite Colin Firth and Julianne Moore for the Weinstein Company. In the film, Hoult plays Kenny Potter, a student who eventually prevents his professor played by Colin Firth from committing suicide after the death of a loved one.

In 2010, he was seen in “Clash of the Titans” opposite Sam Worthington, Ralph Fiennes and Liam Neeson for Warner Bros. In 2009, Nicholas made his West End debut in “New Boy” to outstanding reviews and sold out performances. This play, adapted and directed by Russell Labey, tells the story of a schoolboy crush and its devastating consequences. Hoult also appeared alongside Mel Giedroyc and Ciara Jason in this stage adaptation of the novel.

In 2007, Hoult starred in Julie Anne Robinson’s television movie “Coming Down The Mountain” where he played the lead as David Philips. The film is an original drama by novelist Mark Haddon about two teenage brothers, one of whom has Downs Syndrome.

In 2006, Hoult was also seen in “Kidulthood” which was directed by Menhaj Huda and distributed by Image Entertainment. In 2005, Hoult was in Richard E. Grant’s “Wah-Wah” opposite Gabriel Byrne and Emily Watson, which is set at the end of the 1960s as Swaziland is about to receive independence from Great Britain. In the same year, Hoult was also seen in Gore Verbinski’s “The Weather Man” opposite Nicholas Cage, Michael Caine, and Hope Davis. The film tells the story of a local weatherman whose career is going well while his personal life begins to spiral downward. 



KODI SMIT-MCPHEE (Jerome Holm)
Kodi is a native Australian who now lives with his family in Los Angeles. In the summer of 2013, Kodi filmed Twentieth Century Fox’s “Dawn of the Planet of the Apes” opposite Andy Serkis, Jason Clarke, Gary Oldman, and Keri Russell. The project reunited him with director Matt Reeves with whom he previously worked with on the film “Let Me In” (opposite Chloe Moretz). Recently, he filmed the feature “Slow West” (dir. John MacLean), opposite Michael Fassbender.

In 2013, Kodi filmed “Young Ones”, directed by Jake Paltrow, opposite Nicholas Hoult, Elle Fanning and Michael Shannon. The film premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in January 2014. In 2012, Kodi filmed “The Congress” (dir. Ari Folman) opposite Robin Wright, Paul Giamatti and Harvey Keitel. The film premiered at the 2013 Directors' Fortnight at The Cannes Film Festival.

In addition, Kodi filmed “The Wilderness of James” (dir: Michael J. Johnson) as the title role of 'James', opposite Isabel Furman, Virginia Madsen, and Evan Ross. He also starred in “A Birders Guide To Everything” (dir: Rob Meyer), opposite Ben Kingsley which premiered at the 2013 TriBeca Film Festival, and played 'Benvolio' in a film adaption of “Romeo & Juliet” (dir. Carlo Carlei) opposite Hailee Steinfeld, Douglas Booth, Ed Westwick, and Paul Giamatti. Kodi previously starred in Laika Entertainment / Focus Features’ “Paranorman”, in which he lent his voice as the lead role of 'Norman'. The film was nominated for ‘Best Animated Feature’ for the 2013 Academy Awards, and also received a 2013 BAFTA Awards nomination for ‘Best Animated Film.’ The cast includes Anna Kendrick, Christopher Mintz-Plasse, Casey Affleck, Leslie Mann, and Jeff Garlin.

Kodi previously starred “The Road” (dir. John Hillcoat) opposite Viggo Mortenson, Charlize Theron and Robert Duvall, for which he received a 2009 Broadcast Critics Nomination for ‘Best Young Actor’ and a 2010 Australian Film Institute (AFI) Nomination for ‘Best International Actor'; “Romulus, My Father” (dir. Richard Roxburgh) with Eric Bana and Franka Potente, garnered him the 2007 AFI Award for ‘Best Young Actor’ as well as a ‘Best Actor’ Nomination; the Australian film “Matching Jack” (dir. Nadia Tass) for which he received a 2010 AFI Nomination for ‘Best Supporting Actor’ and also “Dead Europe” (dir. by Tony Krawitz) opposite Ewen Leslie and Marton Csokas which premiered at the 2012 Toronto International Film Festival.







A NOTE ON INSPIRATION BY WRITER / DIRECTOR JAKE PALTROW

A few things were the inspiration for YOUNG ONES. There were two newspaper articles that first sparked the idea: one about a town in Chile that was having clean water trucked in. I was drawn in by the reasons people stayed behind when most had left. Personal reasons rested upon a belief that things would ultimately improve. The other was a story about the government of Yemen talking about moving the capital of the country elsewhere as it would run out of water in ten years. During the time it took to get the film made these kinds of stories moved closer and closer to the United States. 

I revisited the S.E. Hinton books, which I hadn't read since grade school. She treated compromised youth with respect and a haunting optimism in the face of adversity. I felt like we haven't seen that in movies in a while and started thinking about what a science fiction story written by her would feel like. 

I've always had an interest in robotics and I wanted to explore the relationship between man and machine where the question of machine sentience was never brought up. I wanted to explore how people imbue inanimate objects with all sorts of meaning and relationship without ever exploring whether or not the machine has a soul. I spent some time at Boston Dynamics in 2008 (which Google bought last month) and shot a test with Big Dog as I originally wanted it to star in the film and play the Simulit.

So many films inspired me when writing YOUNG ONES, but to name a handful: Au Hasard Balthasar, The Outsiders and Rumble Fish, Death Rides a Horse, Neon Genesis Evangelion, His and Her Circumstances, Chinatown, Ken Burns' The Dustbowl... Also photography: The Farm Security Administration pictures of the 1930's era, Larry Towell's documentation of the Mennonites... There were a number of books as well: The Grapes of Wrath, City of Quartz, and Danny Champion of the World.





A NOTE ON THE FILM BY WRITER / DIRECTOR JAKE PALTROW


To me the movie is a Western. In the midst of a protracted drought a father struggles to keep his family together and bring back to life the farm they live on by convincing the men drilling for water in the mountains above their home to run an irriduct to his land. 

I wanted to explore themes surrounding the idea of blame for one's situation by presenting a character (ERNEST HOLM, Michael Shannon) who feels no blame toward anyone for his predicament. He is pitted against someone (FLEM LEVER, Nicholas Hoult) whose character rests on a foundation of blaming others. The robot in this film is the bridge between these two personalities. Its inability to speak or clarify makes it an ideal scapegoat for events that unfold. 



A NOTE ON THE WORLD IN WHICH YOUNG ONES IS SET BY WRITER / DIRECTOR JAKE PALTROW


The movie takes place in an unspecified future that could almost be an alternate reality. I didn't want to give it a familiar geography. It takes place in an unnamed state in the United States undergoing a transition where defiant state governments are punished through federal sanctions. It is a future of social and technological regression in these compromised areas while the rest of the world advances. In many ways it is a familiar American West of classical Westerns.


A NOTE ON THE SHOOT BY WRITER / DIRECTOR JAKE PALTROW

The film was shot in South Africa near the Namibian border in 35 days. To give you an idea: Springbok, the town we slept in, was a seven hour drive from Cape Town. There were no hotels so we all lived in guesthouses spread out around the tiny town. The location was another hour and fifteen minutes each way to a farm called Zuurwater (Sourwater). Our location was going through similar circumstances with water - ones we were exploring fictionally. Springbok was also dealing with water allotments, rationing, and interruptions.
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